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I. NATIONAL DATABASES



This publication is distributed by the U.S. Department of Transportation, National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, in the interest of information exchange. The opinions, findings and
conclusions expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and not necessarily those of
the Department of Transportation or the National Highway Trarffic Safety Administration. The
United States Government assumes no liabilty for its contents or use thereof. If trade or
manufacturers’ names or products are mentioned, it is because they are considered essential to
the object of the publication and should not be construed as an endorsement. The United States
Government does not endorse products or manufactures.



INTRODUCTION TO NATIONAL DATABASES

Thisreport catalogues national databases that contain information about adolescents and
risk taking behaviors. It contains descriptions of the major research areas, unique characteristics,
and risk-related aspects of each database. Detailed information is provided concerning data
collection procedures, including survey guestions, variables, and sampling and data collection
methods. Information is also provided as to where to request each database, the accessibility of
the data, and the kinds of electronic media available. This report may be used to select the
database or combination of databases that best address individual research needs concerning the
lives of young people in the United States.

Individually, each database selected for inclusion in this report provides a piece of the
youthful risk taking puzzle. The databases provide information on a wide range of risk taking
and protective behaviors that together build a biopsychosocial profile of youthful risk taking
behavior and the context in which it operates. Each database has a national representative
sample, risk taking or protective variables, and may have some of the of the following features:

° Multiple risk-related aspects

° Convergent sources of data within a database. For example, information about the same
youth might have been collected from the youth him/herself, his/her parents, peers, or
even independent sources.

° Community factors, such as school variables and community economic conditions.

The databases that met these criteriamost frequently were longitudinal, popul ation-based
studies sponsored by government agencies. The most prominent of these agencies are the
National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS), within the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention of the U. S. Department of Health and Human Services, and the National Center for
Education Statistics (NCES), within the U. S. Department of Education. Also included are
population-based surveys with sponsorship from the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U. S.
Department of Labor and from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
of the U. S. Department of Health and Human Services.

In addition to population-based surveys, record-based surveys were selected to provide
access to publicly recorded consequences of adolescent risk taking. Within this category, crash
statistics may be accessed through NHTSA's Fatal Accident Reporting System and General
Estimates System. Crime and delinquency data may be accessed viathe FBI's Uniform Crime
Reporting (UCR) Program. And births to teenagers are recorded in the Child Trends-sponsored
National and State Data Files on Adolescent Fertility.

Another variety of database product is the coordinated collection of databases brought
together from various sources. These collections aid the researcher in analysis by allowing
common variables to be linked across studies. Collections of this kind include the National
Archive on Sexuality, Health, and Adolescence (NATASHA), and the American Family Data
Library, which is featured in the appendix.

Finally, to round out the picture of adolescent risk taking, items were chosen that reflect
the physical well being of young people. Supplements to the National Health Interview Survey



Introduction to National Databases

were chosen for this purpose, including the Injury Control and Child Safety and Health File and
the Child Health Supplement.

Many of the databasesin this report can be ordered directly from the sponsor. Others are
available through data archiving services, such as the Inter-university Consortium for Political
and Social Research (ICPSR) and Sociometrics Corporation. |CPSR's archive of data mainly
serves its member (educational) institutions. Non-members may also order data for a price.
While ICPSR and Sociometrics offer many of the same databases, Sociometrics wide variety of
dataformats and topical collections of data seem more geared towards independent researchers.

Information in this report is organized in aformat that should allow easy access to and
cross-referencing of information. Depending on availability of documentation and survey
instruments, the contents of the databases are represented through sample questions, variables,
or both. The risk-related aspects can be easily referenced across databases using Table 1.

The appendix to this report lists databases that may include one or more of the risk-related
aspects of interest, but were not included in the collection of National Databases. Reasons for
exclusion are noted. Among the appendixed databases, surveys frequently lacked national
representation, sample populations were slightly older than the years of adolescence, or data did
not contain risk-taking elements. In afew cases, more recent data of the same kind is available
from the same research sponsor, and that data was included in the national collection. Despite
these drawbacks, the databases in the appendix can be used to focus on specific issues or
populations of interest.



Table 1, National Databases by Topic Area

(Table not available on electronic version of report)
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Fatal Accident Reporting System (FARS)
AVAILABILITY:

Sponsoring Agency: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA),
U. S. Department of Transportation

Where to request database: DOT/ Volpe National Transportation Systems Center
Kendall Square
Cambridge, MA 02142
Telephone: (617) 494-2640

Contact Person: Marjorie Saccoccio, DTS-44
DOT/ Volpe

TonjaLindsey

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
U.S. Department of Transportation

Telephone: (202) 366-0854

ACCESSIBILITY:

° Computer tapes, 1/4" cartridges, $170 per year of data
° CD-ROM, $170.00 for 1988-1994 data

° 3.5" diskettes, $100 per year of data

DATA FORMAT:
° PC-SAS or ASCII file

YEAR(S) OF DATA COLLECTION:
° In progress since 1975. Data currently available through 1994.
° Ongoing data collection. Daily updates are sent to NHTSA's central computer database.

MAJOR AREAS.

° Crash level describes time of incident, environmental conditions, the count of fatalities
and the use of emergency medical services.

° Vehicle level describes the vehicle, its specific role in the incident, and the incident's
impact upon the vehicle.

° Driver level contains license-related information

° Person level contains victim information

MAJOR OR SAMPLE QUESTIONS:
° No questionnaire element. See "Method of Data Collection" and "Variables" sections.



Fatal Accident Reporting System

SAMPLE CHARACTERISTICS:

Occupants of vehicles or nonmotorists whose death results from a crash involving a motor
vehicle traveling on a trafficway customarily open to the public. The death must occur
within thirty days from the time of the crash.

METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION:

Police crash reports

State vehicle registration files
State driver licensing files

State highway department data
Vital statistics

Death certificates
Coroner/medical examiner reports
Hospital medical reports
Emergency medial service reports

VARIABLES:

More than 100 data elements

Crash level variables include accident date, atmospheric condition, first harmful event,
hit and run, light condition, number of drinking driversin crash, number of fatalitiesin
crash, speed limit, time

Vehiclelevel variables include crash avoidance maneuver, impact point--initial, manner
of leaving the scene, number of deaths in vehicle, number of occupants in vehicle,
rollover

Driver level variables include compliance with license restrictions, driver drinking,
violations charged

Person level variablesinclude age, air bag availability/function, alcohol test results, death
certificate number, death date, death time, drug test results, ejection, gection path,
extrication, injury severity, method of alcohol determination, method of other drug
determination by police, gender, time of crash to time of death

UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS:

Contains data on all reported fatal traffic crashes within the 50 states, the District of
Columbia, and Puerto Rico

RISK-RELATED ASPECTS:

Driving under the influence
Safety belts

Driving

Crash statistics



General Estimates System (GES)

AVAILABILITY:

Sponsoring Agency:

Where to request database:

Contact Person:

ACCESSIBILITY:
Computer tapes, 1/4" cartridges, $150 per year of data
CD-ROM, $150.00 for 1988-1994 data

3.5" diskettes, $100 per year of data

DATA FORMAT:

PC-SAS or ASCII file

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA),
U. S. Department of Transportation

DOT/ Volpe National Transportation Systems Center
Kendall Square

Cambridge, MA 02142

Telephone: (617) 494-2640

Marjorie Saccoccio, DTS-44
DOT/ Volpe

TonjaLindsey

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
U.S. Department of Transportation

Telephone: 202/366-0854

YEAR(S) OF DATA COLLECTION:

In progress since 1988. Data currently available through 1994.

Ongoing data collection. GES data collectors make weekly visits to approximately 400
policejurisdictions in 60 sites across the United States, where they sample about 48,000

Crash level includes time of incident, environmental conditions, the count of injured

Vehicle/driver level includes the vehicle's description, its specific role in the incident,

( J
( J
police crash reports (PARS) per year.
MAJOR AREAS:
( J
people.
( J
most harmful event, critical event, driver actions.
( J

Person level contains victim information, including injury severity, restraint type, age,
gender, and police-reported alcohol or drug involvement.



General Estimates System

MAJOR OR SAMPLE QUESTIONS:
° No questionnaire element. See "Method of Data Collection" and "Variables" sections.

SAMPLE CHARACTERISTICS:

° Occupants of vehicles or nonmotorists whose death results from a crash involving a motor
vehicle traveling on a trafficway customarily open to the public. The death must occur
within thirty days from the time of the crash.

METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION:
° Police crash reports

VARIABLES:
° Approximately 90 data elements.
° Crash level variables include alcohol involved in crash, atmospheric condition, first

harmful event, light condition, manner of collision, maximum injury severity, time of
crash, month of crash, number injured in crash, number of nonmotorists, number of
vehicles, pedestrian/pedalcyclist accident type, speed limit,

° Vehicle/driver level variables include accident type, critical event, corrective action
attempted, damage areas, damage severity, driver distracted by, driver drinking in vehicle,
driver maneuvered to avoid, driver presence, driver's vision obscured by, driver's zip
code, hit and run, jackknife, travel speed

° Person level variablesinclude age, air bag availability/function, eection ,injury severity,
person's physical impairment, police-reported alcohol involvement, police-reported drug
involvement, seating position, gender, taken to hospital or treatment facility

UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS:
° GES numbers are estimates of counts of crashes and injuries and are subject to sampling
and nonsampling errors.

RISK-RELATED ASPECTS:

° Driving

° Driving under the influence
° Safety belts

° Injuries sustained in crashes

10



High School and Beyond (HS& B), 1980
Sophomore and Senior Cohort Third Follow Up (1986);
Sophomore Cohort Fourth Follow Up (1992)

AVAILABILITY:

Sponsoring Agency: U.S. Department of Education
Office of Educational Research and Improvement

Where to request database: NCES Longitudinal Studies Branch
555 New Jersey Ave.,, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20208-5652
Telephone: (202) 219-1365
Internet address: ADAMICO@INET.ED.GOV

Contact Person: AuroraD'Amico

ACCESSIBILITY:
° Cartridge tape

DATA FORMAT:
° Logical record length with SPSS and SA S data definition statements

YEAR(S) OF DATA COLLECTION:
° Both cohorts (1980 senior class and 1980 sophomore class) were surveyed in 1980,
1982, 1984, and 1986; and the 1980 sophomore class was surveyed again in 1992.

MAJOR AREAS:

° Educational aspirations
° Educational outcomes
° Labor outcomes

MAJOR OR SAMPLE QUESTIONS:
° See variables below

SAMPLE CHARACTERISTICS:

° Two cohorts: 1980 senior class, and 1980 sophomore class.

° Two-stage stratified probability sample design with schools as the first-stage units and
students within schools as the second-stage units.

° 1,122 schools were selected from a frame of 24,725 schools with grades 10 or 12 or
both. Within each school, 36 seniors and 36 sophomores were randomly selected.



High School and Beyond

Subsampling plans for follow-ups emphasized retention of racial and ethnic minorities,
especially those students with above average High School and Beyond achievement
test scores, students who attended private high schools, school dropouts, transfers and
early graduates, and students whose parents participated in the base year Parent's
Survey on financing postsecondary education.

METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION:

° School-based student questionnaire

° Information about school

° Teacher comment checklist

° Parent questionnaire

° Follow-ups of 1980 sophomore class: student questionnaire, school information in first
follow-up, high school and postsecondary transcripts, drop-out data

° Follow-ups of 1980 senior class: individual questionnaire, postsecondary transcripts

VARIABLES:

° Age, gender, high school diploma status, socioeconomic status, test score composite,
race/ethnicity, parents educational attainment, religious background

° Teacher observations about the student

° School-reported enrollment, staff characteristics, educational programs, facilities,
services, dropout rates, special programs for handicapped and disadvantaged students

° Parents' reported family attitudes, family income, employment, occupation, salary,
financial planning

° College expectations in sixth grade, postsecondary expectations, first institution start
date, number of applications to college, accepted at first-choice college, undergraduate
major, undergraduate degree status, graduate school application status.

° Locus of control, community orientation, work status, unpaid activities, marital status,
number of marriages, unemployment benefits, occupational characteristics, salary,
education-related debt

° Transcripts and credits earned

UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS:

Student drop-outs' employment and earning outcomes.

Test score composites and subsequent educational attainments, i.e., whether the test
scores predicted what they were supposed to predict.

Despite the college-preparation emphasis during the teenage years, only one fourth of
the 1980 high school sophomores attained a bachelor's degree in the 10 years
following high school.

Ability to identify students who did not finish school or otherwise fulfill their
potential. When these students' early test scores predicted academic achievement,
some risk factors appear to have influenced the negative outcome.

12



High School and Beyond

RISK-RELATED ASPECTS:

° Dropping out of school

o Mental health

° Social support and protective factors
° Under achievement

13



Monitoring the Future: A Continuing Study of the Lifestylesand Values of Youth

AVAILABILITY:

Sponsoring Agencies: National Institute on Drug Abuse
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Institute for Social Research
The University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, M1 48206-1248
Telephone: (313) 763-5043
attn: Joyce Buchanan or Ginger Maggio

Where to request database: Inter-University Consortium for Political and
Social Research (ICPSR)
P.O. Box 1248
Ann Arbor, M1 48106
Telephone: (313) 763-5010

Contact Person: Pat Maurer

ACCESSIBILITY:

ICPSR 6367, $550

File transfer protocol (ftp), 2400 foot magnetic tape, or IBM 3480 data cartridge
Annual codebook entitled Questionnaire responses from the nation's high school
seniors contains analysis and all variables. Available for $60 per year.

DATA FORMAT:

Logical record length with SAS and SPSS data definition statements

YEAR(S) OF DATA COLLECTION:

In progress since 1975. Datais available from ICPSR for the years 1976-1993.

New data continues to be collected annually.

Nationally representative groups of high school seniors have been surveyed annually
since 1975.

Nationally representative groups of eighth- and tenth-graders have been surveyed
annually since 1991.

Representative subsamples of the seniorsin the survey were followed up annually
since 1976.

Representative subsamples of the eighth- and tenth-graders in the survey were
followed up since 1993.

14



Monitoring the Future

MAJOR AREAS:.

° Drug use prevalence among eighth, tenth, and twelfth graders, young adults, and
college students

Trends in drug use, including use at earlier grade levels

Attitudes and beliefs about drugs and the social milieu

Educational, occupational, social, and material aspirations

Opinions concerning political and social issues, e.g. disarmament, race relations

MAJOR OR SAMPLE QUESTIONS:

° Have you ever smoked cigarettes?

° How frequently have you smoked cigarettes during the past 30 days?

° During the last twelve months, how often have you been around people who were
taking each of the following to get high or for "kicks"?

° How do you think your close friends feel (or would feel) about you...Taking cocaine

once or twice? ...Taking four or five drinks nearly every day? ...Smoking one or more
packs of cigarettes per day?

° During an average week, how much do you usually drive a car, truck, or motorcycle?
Not at all/ 1 to 10 miles/ 11 to 50 miles/ 51 to 100 miles/ 100 to 200 miles/ More than
200 miles

° Within the LAST 12 MONTHS how many times, if any, have you received a ticket
(OR been stopped and warned) for moving violations, such as speeding, running a
stoplight, or improper passing? None/ Once/ Twice/ Three times/ Four or more times

° How many of these tickets or warnings occurred after you were...

- Drinking alcoholic beverages?
- Smoking marijuana or hashish?
- Using other illegal drugs?

° We are interested in any accidents which occurred while you were driving a car, truck,
or motorcycle. ("Accidents' means a collision involving property” damage or personal
injury--not bumps or scratches in parking lots.) During the LAST 12 MONTHS, how
many accidents have you had while you were driving (whether or not you were
responsible)? None/ One/ Two/ Three/ Four or more

° How many of these accidents occurred after you were...

- Drinking alcoholic beverages?
- Smoking marijuana or hashish?
- Using other illegal drugs?

° Has your use of alcohol, marijuana, or other illegal drugs ever caused any of the
following problems for you? (For each problem, mark all drugs that have caused you
this problem).

Has your use of these drugs...

- Caused you to behave in ways that you later regretted

- Hurt your relationship with your parents

- Hurt your relationship with your spouse, fiancee, or girlfriend/boyfriend

15



Monitoring the Future

- Hurt your relationships with your friends

- Hurt your relationships with teachers or supervisors

- Involved you with people you think are a bad influence on you

- Hurt your performance in school and/or on the job

- Caused you to be less interested in other activities than you were before

- Caused you to be less stable emotionally

- Caused you to have less energy

- Interfered with your ability to think clearly

- Had other bad psychological effects

- Caused your physical health to be bad

- Caused you to drive unsafely

- Gotten you into trouble with the police

- Caused you none of the above problems

- Never used [alcohol, marijuana, or other illegal] drugs

What have been the most important reasons for your using narcotics other than heroin

without a doctor's orders? (Mark all that apply)

- To experiment--to see what it's like

- To relax or relieve tension

- To feel good or get high

- To seek deeper insights and understanding

- To have agood time with my friends

- tofitinwithagroup | like

- To get away from my problems or troubles

- Because of boredom, nothing else to do

- Because of anger or frustration

- To get through the day

- To increase the effects of some other drug(s)

- To decrease (offset) the effects of some other drug

- To get sleep

- As asubstitute for heroin

- To relieve physical pain

- To control coughing

- Because | am "hooked"--1 have to have it

How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

- The nation needs much more long-range planning and coordination to be
prepared for the future.

- | enjoy the fast pace and changes of today's world.

- Things change too quickly in today's world

- | think the times ahead for me will be tougher and less fun than things are now.

Of all the time you spend with other people, about how much is spent with people over

30?

Would you like to spend more time, or less time, with people over 30 if you could?

16
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Monitoring the Future

you like to spend more time, or less time, working with or helping younger

children?
How satisfied are you with...

Which
apply.)

Your job? (If you have no job, leave blank)

The neighborhood where you live?

Y our personal safety in your neighborhood, on your job, and in your school--
safety from being attacked and injured in some way?

The safety of things you own from being stolen or destroyed in your
neighborhood, on your job, and in your school?

Y our educational experiences?

Y our friends and other people you spend time with?

The way you get along with your parents?

Y ourself?

Y our standard of living--the things you have like housing, car, furniture,
recreation, and the like?

The amount of time you have for doing things you want to do?

The way you spend your leisure time--recreation, relaxation, and so on?

Y our life as a whole these days?

The way our national government is operating?

The amount of fun you are having?

of the following people live in the same household with you? (Mark all that

| live alone

Father (or male guardian)
Mother (or female guardian)
Brother(s) and/or sister(s)
Grandparent(s)

My husband/wife

My children

Other relative(s)
Non-relative(s)

These next questions concern your health. During the LAST 30 DAY'S, on how many
days (if any) did you have the following problems or symptoms?

Headache

Sore throat or hoarse voice

Trouble with sinus congestion, runny nose, or sneezing
Coughing spells

Chest colds

Coughing up phlegm or blood

Shortness of breath when you were not exercising
Wheezing or gasping

Trouble remembering things

17



Monitoring the Future

- Difficulty thinking or concentrating

- Trouble learning new things

- Trouble sleeping

- Trouble getting started in the morning

- Stayed home most or all of aday because you were not feeling well

SAMPLE CHARACTERISTICS:

Datais available for five groups:

- Eighth grade students

Tenth grade students

Twelfth grade students

- College students

- Y oung adults through age 32 who are high school graduates.

For eighth and tenth graders, random selection of geographic areas and schools

parallels that of the seniors. At the student level:

- For eighth graders, approximately 160 schools are sampled, and approximately
18,000 to 19,000 students are surveyed.

- For tenth graders, approximately 125 schools are sampled, and approximately
15,000 students are sampled.

Each year, approximately 16,800 seniors participate in the survey.

Multi-stage random sampling of high school seniors nationwide.

- Stage 1: selection of particular geographic areas;

- Stage 2: selection of one or more high schools in each area (with probability
proportionate to size);

- Stage 3: selection of seniors within each high school.

METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION:

Participants complete surveysin their classrooms.

Seniors are administered one of six different forms of the questionnaire. Each form
shares a set of core questions but includes different subsections.

Eighth and tenth graders are administered one of two different forms.

All future eighth grade follow-ups will be done by mail.

The senior follow-up (2,400 of the original 15,000-17,000 seniors) includes an
oversample of drug users. This group was divided into two matched groups. One
group is surveyed in odd-calendar years, and the other group is surveyed in even-
calendar years, until participants reach the age of 35. After age 35, participants are
surveyed every five years thereafter.

18



Monitoring the Future

VARIABLES:

° Region, grade, age, gender, year of graduation, GPA, college plans.

° More than 1,300 variables each year, including frequency and lifetime, annual, thirty-
day and daily prevalence of tobacco, alcohol, and various drugs, e.g., marijuana,
cocaine, LSD, other psychedelics, amphetamines, tranquilizers, barbiturates,
methagual one, quaaludes, heroin, other opiates, steroids, inhalants, MDMA..

° Perceived availability of each type of drug, peer approval of substance use

° Traffic crashes, tickets, driving under the influence of alcohol or other substances,
being a passenger of adriver under the influence of alcohol or other substances

° Attitudes toward government, social institutions, race relations, changing roles for

women, educational aspirations, occupational aims, and marital and family plans.

UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS:

Differentiation of the effects of historical time period, age of respondent, and cohort of
respondent, in substance use of various types.

Comparison between college students and non-college students one to four years after
completing high school.

Surveys from 1991 and later that include eighth- and tenth-grade students allow
comparison between junior high school students, high school seniors, and high school
graduates. Analysis of drug prevalence rates can be adjusted for high school dropouts
using the dropout data contained in the National Household Survey on Drug Abuse.
Relationships between hundreds of potential "risk factors" and drug use can be
examined through bivariate tables that show responses to each question distributed
against an index of lifetimeillicit drug involvement. Trend data may also be examined
through this volume's across-time references. While these tables express relationships
between all variables and drug use, secondary analyses could show distributions of all
responses against other variables of interest, such as the driving questions.

RISK-RELATED ASPECTS:

Substance use

Tobacco

Driving

Driving under the influence

Physical health

Mental health

Social support and protective factors

19



National and State Data Files on Adolescent Fertility, 1960-1988

AVAILABILITY:

Sponsoring Agency: Child Trends

Where to request database: Sociometrics Corporation
170 State Street, Suite 260
Los Altos, California 94022
Telephone: (415) 949-3282
Fax: (415) 949-3299
Email: eric@socio.com

Contact Person: Eric Lang
Sociometrics Corporation

ACCESSIBILITY:

Sociometrics reference: DAAPPP E8-E9
Mainframe computer tape, $100

1 1BM hi-density disk (5.25" or 3.5"), $100.00
CD-ROM, $225.00

DATA FORMAT:

Raw data, SPSS program statements

YEAR(S) OF DATA COLLECTION:

° Each year 1960-1988
MAJOR AREAS:

° Pregnancy

° Marriage status

° Health of mother and child

SAMPLE CHARACTERISTICS:

Since this data set is a compilation of secondary, aggregate-level data, no new
sampling was involved.

Sources include data files from the Vital Registration System; the National Center for
Health Statistics, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services; the Alan
Guttmacher Institute; the Bureau of the Census, U. S. Department of Commerce; and
the Office of Family Assistance, Family Support Administration, U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services.

20



National and State Data Files on Adolescent Fertility

° Data may be grouped by age for women less than 15 years old, 15-17, 18-19, and 20-
24,

METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION:
° Compilation and analysis of secondary data

VARIABLES:

Aqge, race, year

Number of births, out-of-wedlock births, abortions
Birth rates, pregnancies, and abortions per 1,000 women
Low birth weight incidence

Percent of women unmarried

Total number of first births

Infant mortality rates

Late or lack of prenatal care

Number and percent of teen mothers on AFDC

UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS:
° Provides statistics for the entire nation over the years 1960 to 1988.

RISK-RELATED ASPECTS:

° Pregnancy
° Lack of prenatal care

21



National Archive on Sexuality, Health, and Adolescence (NATASHA)

AVAILABILITY:

Sponsoring Agency: Sociometrics Corporation

Where to request database: Sociometrics Corporation
170 State Street, Suite 260
Los Altos, California 94022
Telephone: (415) 949-3282
Fax: (415) 949-3299
Email: eric@socio.com

Contact Person: Eric Lang

ACCESSIBILITY:

Sociometrics reference: NATASHA
PC CD-ROM or Mac CD-ROM, $950

DATA FORMAT:

Microcomputer and mainframe formats
Graphic interfaces and pull-down menus
Raw data files and separate SPSS program statement files

YEAR(S) OF DATA COLLECTION:

125 major U.S. studies (185 Data Sets) conducted over a 45-year time period.

MAJOR AREAS:

Adolescent health, sexuality, and fertility behavior

MAJOR OR SAMPLE QUESTIONS:

Varies with each data set

SAMPLE CHARACTERISTICS:

Varies with each data set

METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION:

Varies with each data set

A nationally appointed panel of experts selected studies to includein NATASHA
using the following criteria: technical quality, substantive utility, policy relevance, and
potential for secondary analysis.
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NATASHA

VARIABLES:
° More than 70,000 variables; over 795,000 cases
° Specific variables vary with each data set

UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS:

° Crosstabulated data allows user to examine virtually any pair of variables from over
125 major U.S. studies

° National and local datais presented together.

RISK-RELATED ASPECTS:

° Sexual activity

° Pregnancy

° HIV/AIDS and other STDs
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National Education Longitudinal Study, 1988: Follow-Ups 1990, 1992, 1994

AVAILABILITY:
Sponsoring Agency: U.S. Department of Education

Where to request database: Longitudinal and Household Studies Branch
National Center for Education Statistics
U. S. Department of Education
555 New Jersey Ave., NW, Room 417b
Washington, DC. 20208-5651
Telephone: (202) 219-1743
Fax: (202) 219-1728
Internet: Peggy_Quinn@ed.gov

Contact Person: Peggy Quinn

ACCESSIBILITY:

° NCES, CD-ROM (free), Data cartridge

° |CPSR 9859 (also available through ICPSR), $300

° File transfer protocol (ftp), 2400 foot magnetic tape, or IBM 3480 data cartridge

DATA FORMAT:
° Logical record length with SAS and SPSS data definition statements

YEAR(S) OF DATA COLLECTION:
° Base year, 1988, and follow-ups in 1990, 1992, and 1994

MAJOR AREAS:

° Student data
° School data
° Dropout data
° Teacher data

MAJOR OR SAMPLE QUESTIONS:

° Here are some reasons other people have given for leaving school. Which of these
would you say applied to you?

° On the whole, do you feel that leaving school was a good decision for you? Please
explain why you feel that way.

° Have you ever participated in an alternative program?

° Whether or not you already have ajob, were you looking for ajob last week?

24



National Education Longitudinal Study

On how many occasions (if any) have you taken cocaine in any form (including
crack)?

Think about how you see your future. What are the chances that...you will graduate
from high school? ...you will stay in good health most of the time? ...life will turn out
better for you than it has for your parents?

Do you belong to a gang?

SAMPLE CHARACTERISTICS:

NEL S:88 followed a two-stage sampling procedure, by school and student. Between
24 and 26 students in the 8th grade were selected within each school.

NEL S:90 used a two-stage sampling of core group of students who were in the 1988
eighth grade sample, distributed across 1,500 schools.

To be avalid probability sample of all students currently enrolled in the tenth grade in
the 1989-90 school year regardless of the 1988 survey, students were included who
were tenth-gradersin 1990 but not in the eighth grade during the 1987-1988 school
year.

Base-year students who had dropped out of school between 1988 and 1990 were
subsampl ed.

METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION:

School-based questionnaire

VARIABLES:

Dropout component provides data on the process of dropping out of school asit occurs

from eighth grade on:

- School attendance, including absences and tardiness

- Determinants of leaving school

- Self-perceptions and attitudes

- Work history

- Relationships with school personnel, peers, and family

Student component collected background information:

- Students’ home and school environments, including home language

- Participation in classes and extracurricular activities

- Current jobs

- Students' goals, aspirations, and opinions about themselves

- Tenth grade achievement and scholastic growth between 1988 and 1990 in the
subject areas of mathematics, science, reading, and social studies.

- Students' educational setting

- Substance abuse, importance of wedlock for sexual relationships,
student/friends belong to a gang, importance of several life goals/ideals

Teacher component elicited evaluations of:

- Student characteristics and performance in the classroom

25



National Education Longitudinal Study

- Curriculum information

- Teacher demographic and professional characteristics
- Parent-teacher interactions

- Time spent on various tasks

- Perceptions of school climate and culture
School component was completed by administrators:
- Educational setting and environment

- Grading and testing structure

- Program and facilities

- Parental interactions and involvement

- Teaching staff characteristics

UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS:

The data concerning specific students was compiled from multiple points of view:
students, teachers, and administrators. Baseline 1988 data also contains parents
survey responses.

Extensive sections on school effectiveness and climate should allow for analysis of
environmental factors that contribute to dropping out of school.

Captures the population of early dropouts (those who leave school prior to the end of
the tenth grade), while monitoring the transition of the student population into high
school.

RISK-RELATED ASPECTS:

Substance use

Dropping out of school

Social support and protective factors
School environment
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1992 National Health and Social Life Survey

AVAILABILITY:

Sponsoring Agencies:

Where to request database:

Contact Person:

ACCESSIBILITY:

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation

Rockefeller Foundation

Andrew Mellon Foundation

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
New Y ork Community Trust

American Foundation for AIDS Research

The Ford Foundation

(Project directors: Edward O. Laumann, Robert T.
Michael, Stuart Michaels, University of Chicago,
and John H. Gagnon, State University of New
York at Stony Brook)

Sociometrics Corporation
170 State Street, Suite 260
Los Altos, California 94022
Telephone: (415) 949-3282
Fax. (415) 949-3299

Email: eric@socio.com

Eric Lang
Sociometrics Corporation

° Sociometrics reference: AIDS 12-13
° Tape in either microcomputer or mainframe formats, $150

° CD-ROM, $225.00

DATA FORMAT:

° Raw datafile
SPSS program file
SAS program file

YEAR(S) OF DATA COLLECTION:

Dictionary file, i.e., list of variable and value labels
Descriptive statistics file for variables with more than 50 value categories.

° Single point in time: Data were collected between February and September, 1992.
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National Health and Social Life Survey

MAJOR AREAS:.

° Sexual behavior

° Number of partners, frequency of particular practices, timing of sexual events
° Attitudes toward sex outside of marriage

° Appeal of particular sexual techniques

° Satisfaction levels with particular sexual relationships

MAJOR OR SAMPLE QUESTIONS:

° see Laumann, E.O., Gagnon, J.H., Michael, R.T., & Michaels, S. (1994). The Social
Organization of Sexuality: Sexual Practicesin the United States. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press.

SAMPLE CHARACTERISTICS:

° 18 - 59 year olds with adequate English proficiency to participate in the interview, and
who lived in households in the 50 states and the District of Columbia between
February and September, 1992.

° M ultistage area probability sampling design, by geographic and by household, based
on 1980 SRC/NORC sample frame.

° Blacks and Hispanics were oversampled.

° 3,432 interviews were completed.

METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION:

° Face-to face interviews
° Interviewers were recruited from local areas where the interviews would take place.
VARIABLES:

° 1,604 variables

° Age, gender, gender role, race, ethnicity, region/state, religion, political identification

° Demographics of each of respondent's sexual partners

° Physical health, death of children, blood transfusions, painful urination, painful
intercourse, genital sores/itching, vaginal discharge, health interference with sex last
12 months, stress/emotional problems interference with sex

° Resources utilized for sex problems (e.g., psychiatrist, clergy, marriage counselor),

Education level of each sexual partner

° Source of sex education that taught respondent most (e.g., peers, TV, school,
magazines)

° Occupation, wealth and finances

° Childbearing and pregnancy, abortion

° STDs, HIV/AIDS, HIV prevention knowledge, number of person with AIDS
respondent has known, relationship to them, their race, whether they are still alive.

° Contraception

° Anal intercourse, non-penetrative sex, oral-genital/oral-anal, vaginal intercourse
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National Health and Social Life Survey

Attitudes towards multiple partners, forced sex, voyeurism, sex with stranger,

watching partner undress

Think homosexuality/ premarital sex / teen sex/ extramarital sex/ iswrong.

Substance use

- alcohol consumption past year

- number of drinks consumed on typical day

- whether before or during sex, respondent or each of respondent's partners
drank/took drugs/was affected by alcohol or drugs

- ever inject drugs with needle/with used needle

- number of sexual partners who have injected drugs

Crime, delinquency, and behavior problems

- agefirstin jail

- ever spent night in jail/prison/detention center

- number of days spent in jail

Rape, threats used, weapons used, respondent’s age at time, relationship to person who

forced unwanted sex (e.g., friend, acquaintance, stranger, just met, spouse)

Prostitution

- ever paid/ever been paid for sex

- number of partners you have paid or who have paid you

- gender of those partners

- respondent'’s age at time (before or after 18)

Dating/courtship, cohabitation, marriage, divorce

Knowing and liking sexual partner's friends, know/enjoy partner's family; partner

enjoys respondent's family

Sexually explicit recreation activities

Residential mobility, neighborhood/community

UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS:

Historically significant and controversial study
Specificity: who does what with whom for how long and how happy they are with it.

RISK-RELATED ASPECTS:

Substance use

Sexual activity

HIV/AIDS and other STDs
Pregnancy

Delinguency/crime

Physical health

Social support and protective factors
Prostitution
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National Health Interview Survey: AIDS Knowledge and Attitudes Supplement (1992)

AVAILABILITY:

Sponsoring Agency: National Center for Health Statistics
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
U. S. Department of Health and Human Services

Where to request database: Presidential Building, Room 850
6525 Belcrest Road
Hyattsville, Maryland 20782
Telephone: (301) 436-7087, ext. 151
Fax: (301) 436-3484

Contact Person: Charlotte Schoenborn

ACCESSIBILITY:

° Cartridge tape, $200 (NCHYS)

° |CPSR 6050 (also available through ICPSR)

° File transfer protocol (ftp), 2400 foot magnetic tape, or IBM 3480 data cartridge

DATA FORMAT:
° Fixed-block format
° All files for agiven year have the same record length and block size

YEAR(S) OF DATA COLLECTION:

° The NHIS has been in progress since 1957. Datais currently available through 1992.

° The AIDS Knowledge and Attitudes Supplement was introduced in 1987 and repeated
each year thereafter.

° Ongoing, with a probability sample of households interviewed each week
MAJOR AREAS:

° AIDS knowledge and awareness

° Amount and distribution of illness

° Effects of illness in terms of disability and chronic impairments

° Kinds of health services people receive

° Core variables are contained in Person files
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NHIS: AIDS Knowledge and Attitudes

SAMPLE CHARACTERISTICS:

° Multistage probability sampling design, with black persons oversampled.

° Universeis the civilian, noninstitutionalized population of the 50 United States, plus
the District of Columbia.

° In each household in the National Health Interview Survey Sample, one person 18
years or older was randomly sampled.

METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION:

° Personal interviews

° Telephone interviews in follow-up years for participants who are hard to reach in
person.

VARIABLES:

° Approximately 220

° Demographics include gender, age, race, marital status, veteran status, education,

income, industry and occupation codes, limits on activity

° Attitudes toward and knowledge of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS),
the effects of the disease, how it is spread, where to obtain information on AIDS,
blood tests, how to avoid getting the disease, and personal knowledge of anyone who
had tested positively for the virus, or had the disease.

° Awareness of the drug AZT, perceptions of the effectiveness of condoms, knowledge
of condom use

UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS:
° Ability to link AIDS knowledge and awareness variables to any of the other NHIS
supplements and variables.

RISK-RELATED ASPECTS:

° Sexual activity

° HIV/AIDS and other STDs
° Physical health
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National Health Interview Survey: Child Health Supplement (1988)
AVAILABILITY:

Sponsoring Agencies: National Center for Health Statistics
National Institute for Child Health and Human
Development
Health Resources and Services Administration
U. S. Department of Health and Human Services

Where to request database: Sociometrics Corporation
170 State Street, Suite 260
Los Altos, California 94022
Telephone: (415) 949-3282
Fax: (415) 949-3299
Internet: eric@socio.com

National Center for Health Statistics
Presidential Building, Room 850
6525 Belcrest Road

Hyattsville, Maryland 20782
Telephone: (301) 436-7087, ext. 151
Fax: (301) 436-3484

Contact Person: Eric Lang, Sociometrics
Charlotte Schoenborn, NCHS
Mary Morris, ICPSR

ACCESSIBILITY:

° ICPSR 9375, file transfer protocol (ftp), 2400 foot magnetic tape, or IBM 3480 data
cartridge

° Cartridge tape, $200, (NCHS)

° Sociometrics reference: AFDA Data Set Nos. 33-34
- Mainframe computer tape, $150.00
- CD-ROM, $225.00

DATA FORMAT:

° Raw data

° SPSS program statements

° SAS program statements

° Mainframe orders include SPSS Dictionary and Statistics files.
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NHIS: Child Health Supplement

YEAR(S) OF DATA COLLECTION:

NHIS data has been collected continuously since 1957.
The Child Health Supplement was given in 1988.

MAJOR AREAS:

Child care

Child's parents marital history

Geographic mobility

Pregnancy and birth circumstances
Injuries, impairments

Acute conditions, chronic conditions
Passive smoking

Sleep habits

School problems, developmental problems
Use of health care services

SAMPLE CHARACTERISTICS:

NHIS universe is the resident, civilian, noninstitutionalized population of the United
States.

NHIS-CH sample of 17,110 participants represents the national population of 0-17
year olds.

Age distributions were as follows. under 6 years old, N=6,193; 6-16, N=9,733; 17-24,
N=1,184.

There were 13,642 white respondents, 2,929 black respondents, and 539 respondents
of other races.

Multistage sampling by 198 primary sampling units (PSU's), by area segments (8
households) and permit area segments (4 households living in dwellings built after the
1980 census). The current sample design was implemented in 1985 and will continue
through 1995.

All households within area and permit area segments were selected for inclusion.
Blacks were oversampl ed.

METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION:

Face-to-face interviews in the respondent’s home.

All household members age 19 and over are present during the interview.

17- and 18-year-olds may answer for themselves; proxy respondents are used for
younger participants.
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NHIS: Child Health Supplement

VARIABLES:

1,347 variables

Relationship of respondent to sample child, number of personsin child's household,
marital status between child's biological parents

Child's gender, age, reported main racial background, marital status of child,
completed grade level, school enrollment status.

Annual family income, household members' occupations, geographic region

Height and weight of all household members

Child's birthweight, prenatal care, mother's smoking status while pregnant

Age and settings of childcare

Doctor visits, hospital visits, treatments for delays in development, treatment for
learning disability, repeated attendance at same place for routine health care
Accident, injury, and poisoning (AlP) incidents, treatments

Description of child's dwelling

Child's expulsions/suspensions from school, repeated grades, parent-faculty
conferences, household members' educational levels

Amount of time child wears safety belt while in car

Smoking status of household members

Activity limitation of child, at all ages; health status; health conditions; days of
restricted activity in past two weeks; interviewer's assessment of child's health and
physical coordination

Missing extremities, impairment of specific extremities, incidence of repeated
tonsillitis, ear infections, food/digestive allergy, frequent diarrhea, other bowel trouble,
sickle cell anemia, anemia, asthma, mononucleosis, hepatitis, meningitis, bladder or
UT infection, rheumatic fever, pneumonia, hay fever, respiratory allergy, deafness,
blindness, crossed-eyes, trouble seeing, eczema/skin allergy, epilepsy, seizures with
fever, frequent/severe headaches, stammering/stuttering, other speech defect, enuresis
or bedwetting, arthritis/joint disease, disease affecting bone, cerebral palsy, congenital
heart disease, other heart disease

Conditions requiring surgery in last 12 months, any conditions that lasted 3 months or
more, days of school missed

Results of each AIP condition that occurred: broken/dislocated bones,
cuts/scrapes/puncture wounds, head injury/concussion, bruise/contusion/internal
bleeding, burn/scald, poisoning from chemicals, sprain/strain/pulled muscles,
respiratory problem, other conditions; where AIP occurred

Child has aregular sleeping room, shares room or sleeps alone, shares with whom,
relationship of each household member to child

Number, age, and gender of siblings and other children in household

Marital status of biological parents, date marriage ended, date of parent's death, year
current marriage began, intervening time

Child has sudden changes in mood or feeling, feels or complains that receives no love,
is rather high strung/tense/nervous, cheats or tells lies, istoo fearful or anxious, argues
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NHIS: Child Health Supplement

too much, has difficulty concentrating, is easily confused, bullies/is cruel or mean to
others, is disobedient at home/school, does not seem to feel sorry after misbehaves,
has trouble getting along with other kids/teachers, is impulsive/acts without thinking,
feelsworthless or inferior, is not liked by other children, has a one track mind and has
obsessions, is overly active and cannot sit still, is stubborn/sullen/irritable, has very
strong temper and loses it easily, is unhappy/sad/depressed, is withdrawn and does not
get involved; breaks and destroys things on purpose, clings to adults, cries too much,
demands alot of attention, istoo dependent on others, feels others are out to get
him/her, hangs around with trouble-making kids, is secretive and keeps things to
him/herself, worries too much.

Number of above mental health problems endorsed often-true/sometimes-true/do not
know, age respondent first noticed child's emotional/behavioral problem, child has
ever had emotional/behavioral problems, ever received treatment, number of times saw
doctor in past year, school time missed, child went to special class, 