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The mission of the Louisiana Highway Safety Commission is to reduce traffic
fatalities and injuries on Louisiana roadways. Thanks to the guidance and
dedication of the LHSC staff, numerous partnerships with traffic safety
professionals, and the leadership of Governor Jindal, policy makers, and elected
officials we experience a reduction in fatalities and injuries. We remain keenly
aware of the long term traffic safety problems and will fervently rely on the best
practices and programs to put in place thus allowing local communities and the
state to address the terrible human tragedy and economic costs associated with
traffic crashes.

Executive Summary

The Louisiana Highway Safety Commission (LHSC) administers the State's highway safety
grant program in accordance with the provisions and all amendments of the Highway Safety Act
of 1966 (Public Law 89-564). Louisiana's highway safety program is designed to reduce traffic
crashes and the resulting deaths, injuries, and property damage.

The following Annual Report reflects Highway Safety Program Objectives, which are derived
from the Program Performance Budget Objectives as required by the State of Louisiana.

In addition to the Section 402 program, the LHSC expended funding from multiple special grant
funds.

e Section 154/164 — Open Container and Repeat Offender Hazardous Elimination Funds
e Section 405a — Occupant Protection Incentive Funds

e Section 406 — Safety Belt Incentive

e Section 408 — Data Program

e Section 410 — Impaired Driving (Programmatic, High Fatality Rate, and High Visibility)
e Section 2010 — Motorcycle

These funding areas support Louisiana programs for Planning and Administration, Alcohol,
Motorcycle, Occupant Protection, Child Passenger Restraint, Youth Involved Crashes, Police
Traffic Services, Traffic Records, Paid Media, Railroad, Safe Communities, and Hazard
Elimination.

The Louisiana Highway Safety Commission’s mission is to develop and implement a
comprehensive strategy aimed at saving lives and preventing injuries on our highways. We strive
to attain our mission through a comprehensive statistical analysis, thorough planning, and the
development of partnerships, supportive implementation, consistent evaluation, and program
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assessments. The 2010 Annual Report reflects on the previous year and highlights success
toward many of our goals and targets areas that need additional focus.

Statistical Summary

The performance measures shown in the chart below, and illustrated in figures corresponding to
each LHSC goal, constitute the national performance measures reported by all states. Although
the LHSC goals are similar to most states, they are not identical, specific LHSC goals and

progress is indicated within each program area summary.

All data presented is 2009 data which is the most current. LHSC will reassess our objectives
using the 2010 data once it becomes available.

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Total Fatalities 927 963 987 993 916 821

Fatality rate / 100 million VMT 2.08 2.14 217 2.19 2.03

Rural VMT - 3.24 2.40 2.67 2.58

Urban VMT - 1.29 2.00 1.83 1.61

Speeding-Related Fatalities 218 181 259 256 252 288
Alcohol-Impaired Driving Fatalities (w/ =.08 BAC) 315 334 371 375 339 295

Occupant Protection Observed Usage 75% 78% 75% 75% 5%  75% 76%
Unrestrained Passenger Vehicle Occupant Fatalities 410 375 440 437 397 351

Drivers Aged 20 or younger Involved in Fatal 183 156 175 175 128 133

Crashes

Pedestrian fatalities 103 113 97 111 107 107

Motorcycle fatalities 73 75 95 89 81 103
Unhelmeted Motorcyclist Fatalities 36 18 12 21 32 25
Total Serious Injuries 21,852 22,299 20,939 21,345 21,004 20,127
Number of seat belt citations issued during grant- 34 659 22988 44540 32512 20690 37,088 53471
funded enforcement activities
Number of impaired driving arrqus made during 1,903 1396 1,919 1,854 1995 2454 4739
grant-funded enforcement activities
Number of speeding citations issued during grant- _ _ 53235 30567 19983 0584 12,811

funded enforcement activities

Source: NHTSA Traffic Safety Facts, 2004 to 2009; FARS; Louisiana State University Highway Safety Research Group.
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2009 Highlights
Source: LSU Highway Safety Research Group

e OVERVIEW OF FATAL, INJURY, AND PROPERTY DAMAGE CRASHES

o
o
o
o

(0]

Fatal crashes decreased from 818 in 2008 to 729 in 2009 a decrease of 11.1%
Persons killed decreased from 913 in 2008 to 824 in 2009 a decrease of 9.9%

Injury traffic crashes decreased from 46,501 in 2008 to 45,335 in 2009 a decrease of
2.5%

Traffic crash injuries decreased from 75,902 in 2008 to 73,856 in 2009 a decrease of
2.7%

Property-damage-only crashes decreased from 110,608 in 2008 to 109,793 in 2009 a
decrease of 0.8%.

e OF THE 824 FATALITIES:

o

O OO

109 were killed as pedestrians which decreased by 0.9% from 2008.

556 were killed as drivers of vehicles which decreased by 6.6% from 2008.
104 were killed on motorcycles which increased by 28.4% from 2008.

12 were killed on bicycles which increased by 20% from 2008.

e Louisiana’s 2009 mileage fatality rate was 1.84 per 100 million miles traveled, a decrease of
9.75% from 2008.

e Louisiana’s 2009 fatality rate was 19.19 per 100,000 Population, a decrease of 9.95% from

2008.

e Louisiana’s 2009 fatality rate was 28.81 per 100,000 licensed drivers, a decrease of 10.21%
from 2008.

e FATALITY INFORMATION SUMMARY

(0]

(0]

(0]

(0]

(0]

The likelihood of fatal crashes increases on weekends (Friday to Sunday) compared
to the rest of the week.

While Friday to Sunday accounts for about 42.9% of time in a week, Friday to
Sunday accounted for 51.3% of all fatal crashes in 2009.

Fatal crashes are not equally distributed throughout the day. More fatal crashes occur
during the late evening and early morning hours.

In 2009, about 67.5% of all traffic fatalities were drivers; about 19.3% were
passengers and about 13.2% were pedestrians.

In 2009, 74.4% of all traffic fatalities were male and 25.6% were female.

e [INJURY INFORMATION SUMMARY

(0}
o

o

In 2009, of the 73,856 people injured, 48,238 were drivers.

Approximately, 65.3% of the injured persons in 2009 were drivers, 33.2% were
passengers, and 1.5% were pedestrians.

Males and females made up 48.4% and 51.6% of injured drivers, respectively. The
remaining percentage is drivers with unknown gender.
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DRIVER INFORMATION SUMMARY

(0]

(0]

(0]

In 2009 there were 1,096 drivers in fatal crashes, 556 of whom were killed in the
crash.

The age group 18-20 had 5.1% of licensed drivers, but this age group made up 8% of
drivers involved in fatal crashes.

For comparison, the age group 35-44 represents 17.1% of licensed drivers in 2009
and 16.6% of drivers in fatal crashes.

DRIVER FATALITIES

o
(0}
o

In 2009, there were 556 drivers who died in fatal crashes.

The fatality rate of drivers was 19 fatalities per 1000,000 licensed drivers.

In general, the fatality rates of drivers decline with age, but increased considerably for
seniors.

DRIVER GENDER

0 In 2009, the fatal crash rate of male drivers in the 18-20 year-old group was several
times higher than the fatal crash rate of female drivers of the same age group, i.e. 82
compared to 39.

o In 2009, on average, eighteen (18) out of 100,000 licensed female drivers were
involved in fatal crashes.

o In 2009, on the average, fifty-seven (57) out of 100,000 licensed male drivers were
involved in fatal crashes.

AGE AND GENDER

o Of the 556 driver fatalities in 209, 441 were male and one hundred 115 were female.

o0 The fatality rate of male drivers is significantly higher than the fatality rate of female
drivers. For example, in 2009 the fatality rate of male drivers in the 18-20 year-old
age group was 41 versus 18.

0 While 79.3% of all driver fatalities were male in 2009, only 48.17% of all licensed
drivers were male.

VIOLATIONS
0 66% of all drivers involved in fatal crashes had a violation.
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Planning and Administration

P & A Objectives set in the FFY 2010 HSP:

1.

To administer the State and Community Highway Safety Grant Program and other state and
Federal funded highway safety programs.

To plan for coordinated highway safety activities.

To use strategic resources most effectively.

To decrease traffic crashes, deaths, and injuries.
Status: Achieved
LHSC successfully administered the State and Community Highway Safety Grant Program
per federal guidelines.
The LHSC planner conducted data analysis to complete the problem identification. Then,
evidence based strategies were identified and resources were allocated to the identified

areas.

In 2009, traffic crashes, fatalities, and injuries all decreased.

Alcohol

Alcohol Objectives set in the FFY 2010 HSP:
1. To decrease alcohol impaired fatalities by 2.3 percent from a five-year average of 347 (2004-
2008) to 331 in 2010.

Status: Achieved
The number of alcohol impaired driving fatalities (BAC = .08) decreased from 339 in
2008 to 295 in 2009, a decrease of 12.98%. (FARS)

The number of alcohol impaired driving traffic fatalities decreased by 10.86% from 451
in 2008 to 402 in 2009. (LSU Highway Safety Research Group)

The percentage of alcohol related traffic fatalities was 49% in 2008 and remained at 49%
for 20009.

The number of alcohol involved fatal crashes involving young (age 15 to 24) drivers
decreased by 21% from 86 in 2008 to 68 in 2009.

The number of alcohol involved injury crashes involving young (age 15 to 24) drivers
decreased by 23% from 974 in 2008 to 749 in 2009.

During FY10 $1,191,674.09 was spent on alcohol paid media including 10,371 radio
spots, 45,351 television spots, 52,860 donated spots, and 1,592,425 signage impressions.
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See Legislative Acts Attachments (ACT 58 Allows for Electronic Signatures on Warrants
and Subpoenas, ACT 203 Makes Texting While Driving Primary Offense for All Ages,
ACT 260 Allows for Transmission of Written Evidence or affidavit by facsimile or other
electronic means in probable cause determinations, ACT 583 Allows for Electronic
Signature of Offenders, ACT 844 Provides for DL Suspension for Early Removal of
Ignition Interlock.)

Below are the most up-to-date data available.

Alcohol-Related Fatalities and Fatal Crashes

500 - 487
450 T
400 T 402
395 409
300 t ; ; t t 1
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
—=— Alcohol Related Fatalities Alcohol Related Fatal Crashes |
Source: Louisiana State University Highway Safety Research Group (state data).

Alcohol-Related Fatalities as Percent of Total Fatalities

60% T
0,
500 46% 49% 49% 49% 49%
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" 39% 0% 1% -
40% +
32%
30% T
20% T+
10% +
0% - } } } } }
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 20
I m 04 Alcohgl Fatalities of All Fatalities (LA m04 Alcohol Fatalities of All Fatalities (U S
Source: LOUiSUiaI’(]:g §ta%eaU%s|\c/)ersit§/m8?1§/va)y Se\fetyO gcs)egrc X l%ap est%?e' Igg{a). )
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Alcohol Narrative:

The LHSC contracted with 81 law enforcement agencies and the Louisiana State Police to
conduct impaired driving overtime enforcement. The contracts specified that the 26 sheriff’s
offices and 55 municipal police departments would perform impaired driving enforcement each
month of the 12 month period with special emphasis on the specific “enforcement waves”. The
Louisiana State Police contract specified that they would work every month during the 12 month
period. These agencies worked a combined 59,967 overtime hours during these five
“enforcement waves”, resulting in 591 DWI checkpoints and 4,739 DWI arrests. It is very
important to note that these same agencies provided a yearlong maintenance-of-effort attacking
impaired driving by conducting 20,110 DWI arrests.

The LHSC utilized Section 154/164 Alcohol Funds to contract with 32 of the 81 law
enforcement agencies. The contracts specified that the agencies would perform impaired driving
enforcement each month of the 12 month period with special emphasis on the specific
“enforcement waves”. Overtime hours, checkpoints, and DWI arrests made by these contracts
are included in the numbers listed above.

The LHSC conducted media events throughout Louisiana to support the “Drunk Driving. Over-
the-Limit-Under-Arrest” campaign. Local and state government, various enforcement agencies,
and medical personnel participated in the press events and public information campaigns. In
addition, educators, business and industry, students, victims and citizens have planned,
participated in, and attended many media related events, training seminars, and public
information events during the DWI mobilizations.

During FY10 $1,191,674.09 was spent on alcohol paid media including 10,371 radio spots,
45,351 television spots, 52,860 donated spots, and 1,592,425 impressions.

The LHSC funded a study in the greater New Orleans area that was organized by The Council on
Alcohol and Drug Abuse and collected information regarding alcohol and drug use. A total of
500 responses were tabulated from a survey conducted among a random sample of households in
Orleans, Jefferson, St. Bernard, Plaquemines, and St. Tammany Parishes. This study was
conducted between June 3rd and July 31st, 2010. A random sample of this size has an error
factor of plus or minus 5%. Respondents were asked questions regarding their awareness of
various drinking-while-driving slogans and the media which delivered the message to them. The
slogans included: “You Drink and Drive, You Lose”; “Over the Limit, Under Arrest”; You
Drink, You Drive, You Walk™; Don’t Drink & Drive”.

Only 1% of the respondents overall had not heard of at least one of the slogans queried. Twenty-
five percent (25%) recalled one of the slogans, 35% recalled two of them, 32% remembered
three of them, and 7% reported knowing all four of them. Awareness of three or four slogans
tended to decline as age increased, from a high of 67% among those under 25 years of age to
only 33% among those 65 years of age and over. Males (45%) were more aware of three or four
slogans than females (34%).
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“Don’t Drink & Drive” was recalled by 97% of the respondents versus 62% for “You Drink &
Drive, You Lose.” Less than a majority, 43%, reported awareness of “Over The Limit, Under
Arrest” and a mere 17% indicated awareness of the slogan “You Drink, You Drive, You Walk.”

The best known slogan, “Don’t Drink & Drive,” was generally known across all demographic
segments at about equal levels (all above 93%). No significant differences emerged in
awareness levels for any demographic segment. Television and radio were the main media
delivering this message (print provided some reinforcement, as did signage).

The next best known, “You Drink and Drive, You Lose,” also revealed little in terms of
significant differences between demographic segments. Awareness increased as educational
attainment rose. This slogan was better known among males (66%) versus females (59%).
Television and radio were the most effective in delivering this slogan; signage leant a hand,
followed by print.

“Over the Limit, Under Arrest” tended to attract more awareness among those between 45 and
55 years of age. Males outpaced females (50% versus 37%). Television (54%) again led in
creating the awareness; however, signage slightly surpassed radio and print (17% versus 14%
and 8%, respectively).

The final, and least known, slogan, “You Drink, You Drive, You Walk”, revealed no significant
differences among segments. Television (51%) and word of mouth (16%) were the leading
delivery media, with some print support (11%) and radio support (10%).

Table 1 below provides alcohol related fatality crash data for 15-24 age drivers. It shows a
decrease in driver fatalities in the 15-24 year age group over the average of the previous 1 and 5
years.

Table 1
Driver Fatality Alcohol Involved -
Youth
Year Fatal Fatal Fatal
Ages Ages Ages
15-17 | 18-20 | 21-24
2003 16 31 27
2004 24 29 36
2005 26 33 31
2006 20 36 35
2007 15 46 39
2008 12 32 42
2009 6 28 34
Difference
1 Year -54% -14% -17%
5Year | -76% -4% -11%
Average | -71% -21% -13%
Source: LSU Highway Safety
Research Group
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Table 2 depicts the alcohol related crashes, fatal crashes, percent alcohol related and alcohol

related fatalities per 100 million miles traveled.

Alcohol-Related Crashes
Fatal Crashes Estimated-Alcohol Related
Fatalities
Percent per 100
Alcohol- | Alcohol- Million Percent
Related | Related | Fatalities | Miles Fatalities
Year Crashes | Crashes | Crashes | (LA) Traveled | (LA)
1999 831 382 46% 431 1.05 45%
2000 846 403 48% 446 1.10 48%
2001 859 401 47% 446 1.08 47%
2002 818 386 47% 431 1.00 47%
2003 826 372 45% 414 0.94 44%
2004 886 395 45% 451 1.01 45%
2005 874 367 42% 404 0.90 42%
2006 890 409 46% 457 1.01 46%
2007 900 439 49% 487 1.07 49%
2008 820 399 49% 451 1.00 49%
2009 729 353 48% 402 0.90 49%
Difference
1 Year -11.10% | -11.53% -0.24% | -10.86% | -10.67% -0.5%
5 Year -17.72% | -10.63% 3.84% | -10.86% | -11.64% 3.32%
Average | -16.59% | -12.15% 2.43% | -10.67% | -10.28% 2.39%
Source: LSU Highway Safety Research Group

Enforcement, public information, education, and paid media are strategies employed to address
impaired driving issues in Louisiana, but we would be neglectful not to also attribute Louisiana’s
attempts to in reduce impaired driving crashes to the partners and stakeholders of the LHSC. A
complete list of stakeholders is provided in Appendix A.

Lot

DRUNK DRIVING

OVER THE LIMIT. UNDER ARREST.
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Motorcycle

Motorcycle Objectives in the 2010 HSP:
1. To decrease motorcycle fatalities by 4.7 percent from a five-year average of 85 (2004-2008)
to 81 by 2010.

Status: Not Achieved
There were 103 motorcycle fatalities in 2009, up from 81 in 2008; an increase of 27.16%.

The number of alcohol-related motorcycle fatalities increased by 48.3% from 29 in 2008 to
43 in 2009.

2. To decrease unhelmeted motorcyclist fatalities by 4.1 percent from a five-year average of 24
(2004 to 2008) to 23 in 2010.

Status: Achieved
The number of unhelmeted motorcyclist fatalities in 2009 was 25 which decreased from 32 in
2008, a decrease of 21.88%.

Motorcycle helmet usage in crashes occurred at 89% in 2009 as compared to 88% in 2008.

3. To decrease motorcycle fatal and serious injury crashes by 4.5 percent from a five-year
average of 2,826 (2004 to 2008) to 2,698 in 2010.

Status: Achieved
The number of motorcycle fatal and serious injury crashes decreased from 1,032 in 2008 to
1,021 in 2009, a decrease of 1.07%.




Motorcyclist Fatalities as Percent of Total Fatalities, Alcohol-Related Fatalities,
and Single Vehicle Fatalities

0% T

o 58.1%

o T 49% 0 519%
50% + . 44.7% 46.6% 44.2%
40% 3%

00 41.3% 44% 41%
30% T 35% 36%
20% +

0 9.5% 8.9% 8.9%
o L 81% 7.7% —r b o —® 12.6%
0% . . . . .
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==¢==\lotorcycle Fatalities as % of all Fatalities
% Motorcycle Fatalities Alcohol Related
=== Motorcycle Single Vehicle Fatalities

Source: Louisiana State University Highway Safety Research Group (state data).

Motorcycle Narrative:

During 2009, 103 motorcyclists were killed compared to eighty-one (81) in 2008. The
Motorcycle Safety and Operator Training program officially moved to the Department of Public
Safety in July of 2009, but safety courses were not provided by DPS until February 2010. There
was a lapse in the state offered training and safety course for about 8 months. The training
program is established in five markets with plans on expansion during the upcoming year. The
Motorcycle Awareness Campaign (MAC) has continued to provide outreach for the "Share the
Road" message for automobiles and has established new local chapters 9 communities.

While the fatality increase from 2008 to 2009 is disappointing, we have carefully tracked
motorcycle crashes and are optimistic to see a significant reduction in 2010 statistics. The
population continues to grow in Louisiana and we are ever diligent in researching our
demographics and providing messaging and outreach efforts to ensure all motorists watch for
motorcycles and affordable training is available.

Occupant Protection

OP Objectives in the 2010 HSP:
1. To increase statewide observed seat belt use of front seat outboard occupants in passenger
vehicles two percentage points from 74.5 percent in 2009 to 76.5 in 2010.

Status: Achieved a 1.4 percentage point increase

The overall percentage of vehicle occupants using safety belts was 74.5% in 2009 and
increased to 75.9% in 2010. Child restraint usage rate increased from 86% in 2004 to 92% in
2009.
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2. To decrease unrestrained passenger vehicle occupant fatalities in all seating positions 9
percent from a five-year average of 424 (2004 to 2008) to 405 in 2010.

Status: Achieved

The number of unrestrained passenger vehicle occupant fatalities decreased from 397 in 2008
to 351 in 2009 a decrease of 11.59%.

Statewide Seat Belt Use Compared to U.S. Average

86% T

84.0%
83.0%
84% 1 82 0% 82.4% ’
80.0%
80% 1
5 77.7%
. L
76% + 74.8% 52% _155% 7455
4% L 750% T M
72% +
70% +
68% t t t t t |
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

—— Occupant Protection Observed Usage %
National % of Population Using Seat Belts (Front Seat Passengers)

Source: Louisiana State University Highway Safety Research Group (state data); NHTSA.

The chart above illustrates the National seat belt use rate and Louisiana’s seat belt use rate.
While safety belt use rates have improved nationally since 2004, Louisiana has also improved
but at a lower rate.

Percent of Unrestrained Fatalities
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Source: Louisiana State University Highway Safety Research Group (state data)

Page 15



The chart above shows Louisiana’s unrestrained fatality percentage from 2004 to 2009.
Unfortunately, these data point to the need to maintain the highest levels of enforcement and
media coverage supported by legislation requiring all persons in a moving motor vehicle to use a
seat belt.

Occupant Protection Narrative:

In 2009, sixty-three percent (63%) of drivers killed were not wearing a safety belt. A decrease of
1 percent from 2008. In 2008, sixty-eight percent (68%) of passengers age 5 and older who were
killed were not wearing a safety belt; while in 2009 this number increased to seventy-three
percent (73%). In 2008, sixty-three percent (63%) of children ages 4 and younger who were
killed were not properly seated in a child seat; while in 2009 this number decreased to thirty
percent (30%).

The LHSC contracted with 48 law enforcement agencies and the Louisiana State Police to
conduct safety belt overtime enforcement during the 12 months of FY 2010 and to support the
“Click It or Ticket” campaign. These agencies worked a combined 27,591 overtime hours,
resulting in 53,471 adult citations and 2,402 child restraint citations. It is important to note that
these same agencies provided a yearlong maintenance-of-effort to improve safety belt use
through aggressive enforcement. Law enforcement agencies reported issuing 128,567 adult
safety belt citations and 14,905 child restraint citations for a total of 143,472 citations.

The LHSC conducted media events throughout Louisiana. Local and state government, various
enforcement agencies, medical personnel, educators, business and industry, students, victims and
citizens participated in the press events and public information campaigns. $600,909.68 was
spent on seat belt advertising including 12,432 radio spots, 26,299 television spots, 30,295
donated spots, and 2,722,585 impressions. Signage includes web banners. These figures include
the teen belt effort.

Table 3 shows the Safety Belt usage, by region, since 2001.

Table 3
Adult Safety Belt Usage (All Vehicles and All Locations)

Region 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
1-New Orleans 66% 67% 75% 73% 77% 71% 73% 73% 74% 73%
2-Baton Rouge 66% 68% 71% 72% 76% 74% 76% 76% 75% | 78%
3-Houma 77% 80% 77% 81% 81% 79% 78% 78% 76% | 77%
4-Lafayette 65% 69% 69% 74% 78% 78% 79% 79% 76% 77%
5-Lake Charles 63% 66% 77% 77% 79% 73% 71% 71% 77% 74%
6-Alexandria 74% 71% 78% 76% 78% 71% 73% 73% 77% 72%
7-Shreveport 74% 69% 76% 77% 78% 78% 76% 76% 72% 79%
8-Monroe 66% 64% 75% 74% 77% 73% 72% 72% 71% 75%
Louisiana 68% 69% 74% 75% 78% 75% 75% 75% 75% | 76%
Source: SB Surveys - Applied Technology Research
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The following surveys were conducted in 2010:

e A safety belt observational survey was conducted in June and July 2010. Observational data
was collected 415 locations selected from Louisiana’s eight regions. There were 62,058 vehicles
observed including autos, pickup trucks, SUVs and Vans. The results of this survey showed a
slight increase of 1.4 percentage points in seat belt usage from 2009. The 2009 statewide usage
rate is 74.5% compared to 75.9% in 2010. Safety restraint usage ranges by region from 71.8% in
the Alexandria area to 78.6% in the Shreveport area. Usage rates by vehicle type range from a
low of 69.7% among pickup truck occupants to 82.0% among van occupants. Restraint usage
among automobile occupants is 77.3%.

e A child restraint observational survey was conducted during May 2010. A total of 1,944
observations were made at 68 sites. (86.8%) percent of children subject to Louisiana’s child
safety restraint law were restrained while in the motor vehicle. The use of child safety restraints
decreases as age increases. Almost all (97.6%) of the infants observed were restrained. The child
restraint usage rate for children ages one through three was 95.9%, up from 94.4% in 20009.
Among four and five year olds, the usage rate decreased to 85.8%, from the 86.1% measured in
2009. Child restraint usage among children aged six through twelve was 83.6%, a substantial
increase from the 74.4% measured in 20009.

Louisiana participated in the Teen Rock the Belt project during 2010. LHSC worked through
existing law enforcement and media contacts to conduct two enforcement and media
mobilizations in November 2009 and May 2010. The media efforts were concentrated in the
Baton Rouge market which includes East Baton Rouge, West Baton Rouge, Ascension,
Livingston, Pointe Coupee, East Feliciana, West Feliciana, and Iberville Parishes. The law
enforcement efforts were concentrated in East Baton Rouge, Ascension, and Livingston Parishes.
The project was very well received in Louisiana. Louisiana received the most media coverage of
the states in Region 6.

In 2010, Louisiana saw an increase from 74.5% to 75.9% in statewide observed front seat belt
usage. The LHSC placed a substantial amount of funding into occupant protection overtime
enforcement hours and paid media to support the high visibility enforcement. The massive oil
spill in the Gulf of Mexico during 2009 did create some sampling issues for the observation
survey as well as some disruptions in the economy and life in the communities throughout much
of southern Louisiana. These disruptions coupled with the low usage rate for pickup truck
drivers (69.7%) likely contributed to the failure to meet this objective despite the increase in
observed usage.

Enforcement, public information, education, and paid media are critical factors in improving the
use of safety restraints in Louisiana. The LHSC values the partners and stakeholders who
continue to work toward increasing safety restraint usage. A complete list of stakeholders is in
Appendix A.
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Police Traffic Services

PTS Objectives in the 2010 HSP:
1. To decrease fatalities from a five-year average of 956 (2004 to 2008) to 912 by 2010, a 4.5
percent reduction.

Status: Achieved
The number of fatalities decreased from 916 in 2008 to 821 in 2009, a decrease of 10.04%.

2. To decrease serious injuries by 4.5 percent from a five-year average (2004 to 2008) of 15,460
to 14,758 by 2010.

Status: Not Achieved
The number of serious injuries decreased from 21,345 in 2008 to 21,004 in 2009, a decrease
of 1.60%.

3. To decrease fatalities per 100 M VMT by 10 percent from 2.0 in 2008 to 1.8 in 2010.

Status: Achieved
The fatality rate per 100 million VMT was 2.0 in 2008 and decreased to 1.84 in 2009.

4. To decrease speeding-related fatalities by 4.3 percent from a five-year average of 232 (2004
to 2008) to 223 in 2010.

Status: Not Achieved
The number of speeding-related fatalities increased from 252 in 2008 to 288 in 2009, an
increase of 14.29%.

5. To decrease alcohol impaired fatalities by 2.3 percent from a five-year average of 347 (2004
to 2008) to 331 in 2010.

Status: Achieved a 12.98% decrease

The number of alcohol impaired driving fatalities (BAC = .08) decreased from 339 in 2008 to
295 in 2009, a decrease of 12.98%. (FARS)
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6.

The number of alcohol impaired fatalities decreased from 449 in 2008 to 402 in 2009, a
decrease of 10.47%. (LSU Highway Safety Research Group)

The percentage of alcohol impaired fatalities as a proportion to all fatalities was 49% in 2008
and remained unchanged in 2009.

The alcohol impaired fatality rate per VMT decreased from 1 in 2008 to 0.9 in 2009.

To increase statewide observed seat belt use of front seat outboard occupants in passenger

vehicles two percentage points from 74.5 percent in 2009 to 76.5 percent in 2010.

7

Status: Achieved a 1.4 percentage point increase

The percentage of the population using safety belts was 74.5% in 2009 and increased 1.4
percentage points to 75.9% in 2010.

To decrease number of fatal crashes involving young drivers by 6.7 percent from an average

of 170 (2004 to 2008) to 162 in 2010.

8.

Status: Achieved

The number of fatal crashes involving young drivers increased from 128 in 2008 to 131 in
2009, an increase of 2.34%.

To decrease pedestrian fatalities by 4.7 percent from a five year average of 105 (2004 to

2008) to 100 by 2010.

9.

Status: Not Achieved
The number of pedestrian fatalities was 107 in 2008 and remained the same in 2009.

To increase the number of seat belt citations issued during grant-funded enforcement

activities by 18 percent from 20,690 in 2008 to 24, 414 in 2010.

Status: Achieved an increase of 44.17%

53,471 seatbelt citations were issued during grant funded enforcement activities in 2009;
while 37,088 were issued in 2008, an increase of 44.17% .

10. To increase the number of impaired driving arrests made during grant-funded enforcement
activities by 7 percent from 1,995 in 2008 to 2,135 in 2010.

Status: Achieved a 93.11% increase

In 2009, 4,739 impaired driving citations were issued during grant funded enforcement
activities; while 2,454 citations were issued in 2008, an 