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Crashes by Crash Severity, 2015 
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Economic Cost: $242B; Societal Harm: $836B 
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Fatalities and Fatality Rates, 1975-2015 
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Drivers Involved in Fatal Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes,  
by Age, 2015 
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Key Findings 

• The population of people 65 and older increased by 29 percent from 
2006 to 2015; 65-and-older driver fatalities increased by 3 percent 
over this period.  

• Older drivers made up 18 percent of all licensed drivers in 2014 
(latest data available), compared to 15 percent in 2005.  

• In 2015, there were 6,165 people 65 and older killed in traffic 
crashes in the United States, 18 percent of all traffic fatalities.  

• From 2006 to 2015, older male driver fatalities increased by 10 
percent compared with an 11-percent decrease in older female 
driver fatalities. 

• Among the older population, the fatality rate per 100,000 population 
in 2015 was highest for the 85 and older age group for both males 
and females.  
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Fatalities in Crashes Involving  
Drivers 65 and Older 
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Driver Involvement Rates in Fatal Crashes by  
Age Group and Gender, per 100,000 Licensed Drivers, 2014* 
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Involvement Rates for Older Drivers in Fatal Crashes by  
Age Group and Gender, per 100,000 Licensed Drivers, 2014* 
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Passenger Vehicle Drivers Killed, 
 by Age group and Crash Type, 2015 

Age Group 

Crash Type 
Total 

Single-Vehicle Multi-Vehicle  

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

<65  7,116 54% 5,988 46% 13,104 100% 

65+  1,151 35% 2,149 65% 3,300 100% 

Unknown 8 73% 3 27% 11 100% 

Total 8,275 50% 8,140 50% 16,415 100% 
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Percent Restrained Among Passenger Vehicle Drivers  
Killed in Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes, by Age group, 2015 
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Percent Restrained Among Passenger Vehicle Occupants  
Killed in Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes, by Age group, 2015 
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Driver Alcohol Involvement in Fatal Crashes, 2015 

Age Group 
 (Years) 

Drivers Involved in Fatal Crashes 

 
Total 

BAC=.08+ 

Number Percent 

<16 154 15 10% 

16-20 4,214 659 16% 

21-34 14,802 4,021 27% 

35-54 15,527 3,234 21% 

55-64 6,453 905 14% 

65+ 6,490 507 8% 

Total 48,613 9,649 20% 
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Percentage of Speeding Drivers,  
by Age & Gender, 2015 

32% 32% 

27% 

20% 

15% 

12% 

10% 

7% 

20% 

18% 

15% 

12% 
11% 

8% 

6% 
5% 

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

15-20 21-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75+

Male Female



14 

Pedestrian Fatalities by Age Group and BAC, 2015 

Age Group 
 (Years) 

Pedestrian Fatalities 

 
Total 

Percent of 
Total 

Pedestrian 
Fatalities 

BAC=.08+ 

Number Percent 

<16 262 5% 8 3% 

16-20 273 5% 66 24% 

21-34 1,083 20% 444 41% 

35-54 1,747 32% 774 44% 

55-64 959 18% 362 38% 

65+ 1,002 19% 135 13% 

Total 5,376 -- 1,808 34% 
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Summary 

• Older drivers more likely to be involved in fatal multivehicle crashes.  

• Older passenger vehicle occupants are more likely to be restrained. 

• Percentage speeding is lowest for older drivers compared to other 
age groups. 

• Alcohol impairment lowest among older drivers compared to other 
age groups. 

• Driver involvement rates per 100,000 licensed drivers for older 
drivers (65+) is the least among all age groups. 

 Involvement rate among older drivers increases with age. 
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