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Topics Presented on the Older
Population

= Population size and growth
= Demographic characteristics
= Geographic distribution
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Population Size and Growth
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Population 65 Years and Older by
Size and Percent of Total Population:
1980-2040
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Source: Census Bureau: Decennial Census 1980, 1990, 2000, and 2010. Population Estimates as of July 1, 2013. Population
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Demographic Characteristics
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Percent Distribution of the Older
Population by Age: 2000-2040
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Population by Age and Sex: 1990
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Population by Age and Sex: 2013
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stimates as of July 1, 2013.
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Population by Age and Sex: 2040
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Sex Ratios for the 65 Years and Older

Population: 1990-2040
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Percent Distribution of the Older Population
by Race and Hispanic Origin: 2013-2040
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Note: Black alone refers to Black or African American alone; AIAN alone refers to American Indian and Alaska Native alone; NHPI alone
refers to Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone; NH refers to Non-Hispanic.

Population Estimates as of July 1, 2013. Population Projections as of July 1, 2020; July 1, 2030; July 1, 2040.
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Geographic Distribution
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Percent 65 Years and Older
by County: 2013
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Percent Age 65-74 of the
Older Population by State:
2013
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Percent Age 75-84 of the
| Older Population by State:
2013
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&

. Percent Age 85 and Over of
o the Older Population by

State: 2013
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Summary

= Population size and growth: older population
growing faster than the total population

= Demographic characteristics: increasing
diversity

= Geographic distribution: Midwest largest
concentrations, South lower concentrations
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e and Sex Composition: 2010

INTRODUCTION

Figure 1.
Reproduction of the Questions on Sex, Age,
and Date of Birth From the 2010 Census

3, What is this pernon's sex? Mark £ ONE box
und erstand population change Maa
A, Wit s th ' raon’s date of barth?
Pleasn report babves year okl
[

Focusing on a population’s
ageand sex composition is
one of the most basic ways to

over time. Since Census 2000,
the population has continued
togrow older, with many
states reaching a median age
over 40 years. At the same
time, increases in the num-
ber of men at older ages are
apparent. Und erstanding a papulation s
ageand sex composition vields insights
inta changing phenamena and highlights
future social and ecanomic challenges.

Age

This report describes theageand sex
composition of the United States in 2010,
It is part of a series that provides an
everview of the population and heusing
data collected from the 2010 Census,

It highlights analysis of age and sex at
the national level, as well as for regions,
states, and counties and for places with
populations of 100,000 or more, A cam-
parison with Census 2 000 data is also
provided, showing the changes inage and
sex composition that have taken place
owver the last 10years,

This report also provides information
about hew age and sex data were cal-
lected in the 2010 Census. The data for
this report are based on the 2010 Census
Swmmary File 1, which is among the

Famale

St U, Conss B, 2000 Cens s o uestion i,

first 2010 Census data products to be
released.'

SEX AND AGE QUESTIONS

Data on the sexand age composition of
the United States and your community are
derived fram the 2010 Census questions
on sex, age, and date of birth (Figure 1),

The sex question remains unchanged from
the previeus census, Infermation on the
sex of individuals is ene of the few items
abtained in the ariginal 1790 Census and
In every census since,

As with sex, Information on age has been
collected since 1790, The 2010 Census
age data were derived from a two-part
question, The first part asked for the age
of the person, and the secand part asked
for the date of birth. The question is

! The 2010 Census S ummary File | 5F 1) con-
winsdataon age, sex, rmee, Hispanic origin, g ep
quarters, re btion hip, tenure, and housshokisata
variety of gecg mphic levels dewn 1o the block level,
Fex & cke ikl hexluke of 2010 Census prducis and

ek dlates, vistowwwcen sus,go pop ltion
Fovvwew o201 0t ke fi e himbs.
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The Older Population: 2010

010 Census Briefs

INTRODUCTION

The older population is

an important and grow-
ing segment of the United
States population.' In fact,
maore people were G5 years
and overin 2010 than
inany previous census.?
Between 2000 and 2010,
the population 65 years
and over increased at a
faster rate (15,1 percent)
than the tatal U5 population (9.7 percent),
Inaddition ta growth in the alder popula-
tion, pranoun ced growth in the male pop:
ulition 65 years and over occurred during
the decade, The disproportionate increase
inthe alder male population has net anly
contributed to the growth of the overall
population 65 years and over, but has alse
led toa narrowing of the gap betw een
males and females at the older ages. As
larger numbers of males and females
reach age 65 years and over, it becomes
increasingly important to understand this
population as well as the implications
population aging has for various family,
sochl, and economic aspects of society,

Figure 1.

1+ In this repart, the term “lde * popnlation ks
10 the popultion 65 yearsand cver,

* Althoug h the decennial cen si e s coller ted data
on age since | 790, the specific age of 2 persen in com-
ple ke years (as of Bt birthday) was nat collected unil
1850, and data on the population 65 years amd over
was not published until | B70 Price i 1 BS0, & numera-
tors mar kexl pecple as being in @ il age goop,
Thus, comparisans of the popukition 65 years am over
using hisorical census dat are made with years in
which the 65 years and cver popubation was specifi
cally published, In 1870, the population 6 years and
cver okl |2 million and epressnted 3.0 percent of

Reproduction of the Question on Age and
Date of Birth From the 2010 Census

A, What is this parson's age and what is this person's dase of birth?
Piease report babies a5 age 0 when he chid is leas than | year old.

Print numbers in bowes

Ageon Aerk 1, 2010 Monih  Day Ve of bith

S IS, Censis Bursan, 20000 ensus questianmaie

This report deseribes the alder populition
of the United States in 2010, It is part of

a series that provides an overview of the
population and heusing data collected fram
the 2010 Census, Italsa provides informa-
tion on the age and sex structure and geo:
graphic distribution of the pepultion 65
years and ever at the nationaland subna-
tional levels.! The data for this report are
based on the 2010 Census Summary Flle 1,
which is amang the first data praducts
released from the 2010 Census 4

AGE QUESTION

Data on theage composition of the United
States and your community are derlved
fram the 2010 Census question on age
and date of birth (Figure 1),

Infarmation on age has been collected
from respondents since the first census in
1790, The 2010 Census data on age were

+ This re ot discusses data for the 50 states and
the District of Columbia as well as kwer kvels of
gecgraphy within the states, Da for Puerto R are
net iz ussal in this epar.

+The 2000 Census Summary File | (SF1) contains
datacn age, s, mce, Hispanie arigin, greapquar
ters, i i, te nure, and ety
af gery mphic kevels down to the Herk kevel. For a
detaiked s heslule of 201 0Cen sus data pod i ts and

the ioial LS, Saurce:
Jprodfwaw/absfece nnialf | BT 0 htm 1=,

Jwear fren 201 Ofglanceyindex. htm =,
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Centenarjans: 2010
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INTRODUCTION

ulation living in the United States based on the 2007
2011 American Community Survey (ACS) S-year data,
It is a companion to the 2010 Census Special Report
Centenarians: 2010, which focused on the count of
centenarians, their sex, race, and Hispanic-origin
characteristics, and their geagraphic distribution.! This
brief explores the sacial and economic characteristics
collected annually in the ACS ta previde information an
the marital status, educational attainm ent, veteran sta-
tus, income, and poverty levels of centenarians, Since
cantenarians reprasent a rare population, distin et fram
the rest of the ald er population in many ways, they are
compared tathe 85 years and alder population,

Centenarians, people 100 years or alder, made up

a very small portion of the total population in the
2007-201 1 ACS, accounting for 55,000 people (0,02
percent), By comparisan, the 65 years and over popula-
tion accounted for 40 million people or 13 percent of
the total population, The majority of centenarians were
female (81 percent), Women werealso the majaority of
the 65 years and over population (57 percent], This
dispropartionately female representation in bath the
65 years and overand centenarian populations was
expected, since sex differences in mortality over time
contribute to higher percentages of females than males
at older ages.

! See the 2010 Census Special Report Centenariars: 2010, at
ezl s 201 2010503 pxd e,
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This brief provides an averview of the centenarian pop-

AGE QUESTION

Since the inception of the ACS in 1996, age has been
asked of all puEEun: living in a househald, When group
quarters were includ ed in the survey universe in 20086,
agewas asked of all persons in group quarters as
well? The data on age were derived from answers toa
tworpart question in which respond ents were asked ta
givean age in whole, completed years as of the inter
wview dateas wellas the manth, day, and year of birth.
Bath age and date of birth were used in com bination
to determine the most accurateageat the time of the
interview,

Data on age are used to determine the applicability of
ather questions for a particular individual (e.q., educa-
tion and income) and to chssify characteristics in tabu-
lations, Age data are needed to interpret most sacial
and econamic characteristics used to plan and analyze
pragrams and policies, Age is central for many federal
programs that target funds or services to children,
working-age adults, wom en of childbearing age, or the
older population, Far mare infarmation on age, see the
American Community Survey 2011 Subject Definitions.

 Grow p Quarters are plce s where people live or stay ina goop
Itving ar mnge ment that is ow ned or mamged byan enfity or cgan -
tion prowiding housing and for ssrvices o the esidents. Nursing facili-
tie q/ekilkd-nurlilg Tacilities are one iy pe of g oup quarts s, For man
an fax

s oo pl finit 160
~Definitians, pf=.
¥ Sex “Age” on pages 46-4B of the American Compunity Sunvey
201 1 Subject Definitions, mai bible at <www cen s s gov /o sfow
i on 150 b p

7201 1_ACSS0 bjec tDefinitians. o .
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Older Americans

Key Indicators of Well-Being
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