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DROP-IN NEWS RELEASE

Note: Before filling in the names of the Organization and Organization spokesperson, you MUST contact them to obtain their permission to use their names in this press release, and you must get their approval for the language of their quotations, and any changes or additions they may require. Only after this is done should you send out the press release.
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  [Date]

CONTACT:  [Name, Phone Number, E-mail address]

If You Commit this Crime, You May Do More Time.

[State] Cracks Down on Impaired Driving Offenders 

[Date] -  [State] is getting tough on offenders of drunk driving laws.  The [State] legislature has enacted the following sanctions that apply to [Repeat impaired driving offenders, breath test refusal offenders or high blood alcohol concentration (BAC) offenders]: [Insert specific state laws or sanctions here or remove those that do not apply to your state]   

· Licensing Sanction

· Vehicle Sanction  

· Use of Ignition Interlocks

· Mandatory Assessment and Referral to Treatment

· Terms of Imprisonment
This legislation focuses on offenders who [insert type of offense].  As a result of this legislation, if we catch [this type] of offender, the following may [or will] occur.
“Traditionally, [Repeat /High BAC/Breath Test Refusal] offenders face more severe criminal sanctions than those imposed on first time offenders,” [Law Enforcement Official] said.   “This may mean longer periods of imprisonment, larger fines, longer loss of the offender’s driver’s license, and even impoundment or forfeiture of the driver’s vehicle or license plates.“   [Include more specific information based on what your state’s enacted legislation says.]
Impaired driving is one of America’s most frequently committed and deadliest crimes.  According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), in 2005, 16,885 people died in alcohol-related highway crashes, of which nearly 13,000 people died in traffic crashes involving a driver or a motorcycle operator with an illegal BAC of 0.08 or above – the legal limit throughout the U.S.  Overall, 39 percent of all traffic deaths last year involved alcohol.   
The deadly risks and costly consequences of driving while impaired are far too serious.  With increased enforcement efforts and well-trained law enforcement officers and prosecutors, if you are caught driving while impaired, you will be arrested and prosecuted.  With these new sanctions, you will face serious consequences.
To learn how you can help your community stop impaired driving, visit www.stopimpaireddriving.org. 
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