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 [State] Implements Ignition Interlock Program

The [State] government is getting tougher on impaired driving offenders by instituting a new program that uses technology to prevent these individuals from drinking and driving.  As of [date], individuals who are convicted of an impaired driving offense may be subject to the [State] Ignition Interlock Program.  
An ignition interlock is an in-car breath tester connected to the ignition that prevents the vehicle from starting if the device registers a blood alcohol content (BAC) over the preset limit of [State’s BAC Pre-Set limit].  
“The program helps to keep the community safe from impaired driving offenders,” said [Government Official].   “While installed, the device prevents these individuals from driving with even a minimal amount of alcohol in their system.”

A driver must blow into the ignition interlock device prior to starting the vehicle.  If the driver’s BAC level is above the preset limit, the vehicle will not start.  Once the engine is running, the system also requires the driver to take a rolling retest to ensure that he/she has not consumed alcohol.  If a sample is not given or the BAC exceeds the limit, the device will record the event and activate an alarm system such as flashing lights or horn honking until the vehicle is turned off.  
Impaired driving is one of America’s most frequently committed and deadliest crimes.  According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), in 2005, 16,885 people died in alcohol-related highway crashes, of which nearly 13,000 people died in traffic crashes involving a driver or a motorcycle operator with an illegal BAC of 0.08 or above – the legal limit throughout the U.S.  Overall, 39 percent of all traffic deaths last year involved alcohol.   
[Mention specific details of the State’s Ignition Lock Program (e.g., first time offender will require one-year term under the program , second time offender two-year term under the program conditions, and third time offender lifetime term under the program, fines for tampering with the device, non-compliance, etc.).] 
[Mention any additional measures/statutes implemented to prevent and reduce impaired driving (e.g., license revocation, increased fines, imprisonment term, education and treatment, community service terms, etc.).]

“Not only can the use of ignition interlocks reduce recidivism while they are installed, but the data recorded can help us predict the offender’s future behavior,” said [Government/Law Enforcement Official].  
To learn how you can help your community stop impaired driving, visit www.StopImpairedDriving.org. 
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