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[State Name] Launches “Buckle Up in Your Truck” 

Enforcement Blitz to Save Lives

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), pickup truck drivers and their passengers are among the least likely American motorists to regularly wear their safety belts. 

In fact, 361 occupants of pickup trucks were killed in pickup truck crashes in just four Central states during 2004, and 74 percent of the pickup truck occupants killed in those crashes were not wearing their safety belts at the time of the crash. 

That is why [Local Law Enforcement Organization] is joining forces with NHTSA, and other State and local highway safety and law enforcement leaders across a four-state region in the Central U.S. to launch a high visibility enforcement initiative in early May called “Buckle Up in Your Truck”.

No more warnings.  No more excuses. We’re going to send the ‘Buckle Up In Your Truck’ message out loud and clear. Too many pickup truck drivers and their passengers are getting killed, so they need to buckle up – every trip, every time.

State and local law enforcement from Iowa, Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska are joining together to launch this enforcement mobilization and a variety of outreach activities including television and radio promotion in targeted markets where pickup truck fatalities have been most prevalent. These activities immediately precedes the national Click It or Ticket mobilization set for May 22 to June 4, 2006. 

We’re going to step up enforcement efforts to remind pickup truck occupants to always wear their safety belts. The simple step of buckling up is the single best defense against ejection and will increase your odds of survival in light trucks by as much as 80 percent in the event of a rollover crash.

While rollovers can occur in any kind of passenger vehicle, pickup trucks are twice as likely to rollover as cars, because they have a higher center of gravity.  Moreover, the ejection rate for occupants of light trucks in a crash is nearly double the rate for those in vehicle occupants, mostly due to the lack of safety belt use.  

Roughly 29 percent of the pickup truck vehicles in the Central U.S. were involved in a rollover crash. 

-- more --

Our goal is to save lives. So please remember, no more warnings and no more excuses—to avoid a ticket, “Buckle Up in Your Truck!” 
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