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1.0 Introduction

1.1 HIGHWAY SAFETY PLANNING PROCESS

CALENDAR
January-March

April-May

June-July

August
September

October

Review progress of FFY 2006 programs with staff as well as
Federal, state, and local data and analyses to identify FFY
2007 key program areas. Review NHTSA regional
response to the FFY 2005 Annual Report and recent
NHTSA Assessments. Review spending patterns and
revenue estimates.

Conduct series of strategic planning/listening sessions
with staff and key stakeholders to create specific plans and
projects within each program area.

Draft the Performance Plan for review and approvals.

Conduct pre-submission meeting with NHTSA Region.
Obtain any updates to previously reviewed Federal, state,
and local data and analyses.

Submit the final Performance Plan to NHTSA and FHWA.

Conduct Bidders Conferences and begin to issue Requests
for Responses/Quotes and Applications for Grant Funding
based on availability of Federal funding.

Implement grants and contracts. Begin work on the FFY
2006 Annual Report.
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1.2 GHSB ORGANIZATIONAL CHART

Figure 1.1  Governor’s Highway Safety Bureau

Caroline J. Hymoff, Director

Governor's Highway Safety Bureau
I

Brook Chipman Jenny Barron Rebecca Donatelli Darline Duncan
Senior Program Manager Program Coordinator Program Coordinator Grant Manager
|
Robert Kearney CPS Program Assistant
Program Coordinator TBD
Carol Dingle
Grant Manager

1.3 MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Governor’s Highway Safety Bureau (GHSB) is to reduce
fatalities, injuries, and economic losses from motor vehicle crashes on
Massachusetts roadways.

1.4 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the GHSB, a program of the
Executive Office of Public Safety (EOPS), is responsible for planning,
implementing, and evaluating highway safety projects with Federal funds. The
GHSB also works to coordinate the efforts of Federal, state, and local organiza-
tions involved in highway safety in Massachusetts.

This Massachusetts Highway Safety Performance Plan (HSPP) for Federal Fiscal
Year 2007 serves as the Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ application to the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) for Federal funds
available under Section402 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU). This HSPP also
reflects programs that will be conducted with grant funds under remaining pre-
SAFETEA-LU funds. Other funding sources include an EOPS/GHSB contract
with NHTSA for the FARS projects. The GHSB receives additional funding from
the Office of Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) to enforce under-
age drinking laws and to conduct related educational programs.

The GHSB uses a data-driven and strategic planning approach to accomplish its
mission. The HSPP first outlines the problem identification process and data

Governor’s Highway Safety Bureau 1-2
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sources used to identify as well as prioritize the highway safety program areas to
be addressed by the GHSB in FFY 2007. The HSPP then presents in detail the
data and analyses that support the selection of the key program areas. For each
key program area there follows specific problem identification information that
is used to support appropriate goals, objectives and performance measures. The
next section of the HSPP has related project tasks for all program areas as well as
the GHSB’s program management functions. The specific dollar amounts for
each task provided in this section are for planning purposes only, subject to
change, and based on the availability of the applicable Federal funds. Overall
budget information as well as state certifications and assurances are at the end of
the HSPP.

The overall goal of the GHSB’s FFY 2007 work is to reduce the Massachusetts
fatality rate per 100 million vehicle miles traveled (VMT) from 0.87 in 2004 to 0.83
in 2007. While Massachusetts had the lowest motor vehicle fatality rate per 100
million VMT in the nation in 2004, we continue to work towards zero fatalities on

our roadways. NHTSA has a national goal of no more than one fatality per 100
million VMT by 2008.

FFY 2006 Highlights

e The Romney-Healey Administration successfully worked with the
Legislature to pass “Melanie’s Law” to toughen the Commonwealth’s laws
against repeat drunk drivers in October 2005.

e Massachusetts has experienced a four-year decline in alcohol-related fatalities
from 228 in 2001 to 171 in 2005.

e The GHSB contributed grant funds to help the Massachusetts State Police
obtain a Breath Alcohol Testing (BAT) Mobile in May 2006. As of mid-
August, the BAT Mobile has participated in six checkpoints resulting in 39
arrests.

e While the Massachusetts Legislature elected again not to support a primary
safety belt law, public support by the Romney-Healey Administration and an
active grass roots coalition created an even greater effort to pass this critical
safety legislation.

e The June 2006 statewide safety belt survey showed Massachusetts added an
additional two percentage points to reach a use rate of 67 percent. The June
2006 survey certification was submitted to NHTSA in August 2006. Since
implementing Click It or Ticket in 2002, the rate has increased 16 percent.

e GHSB served on the Executive Leadership Committee and was an active
participant in the MassHighway-led effort to develop the Commonwealth’s
first Strategic Highway Safety Plan for Massachusetts that will become
effective in FFY 2007.

e The GHSB worked closely with a growing number of Federal, State, and local
partners to continue its successful statewide series of Click It or Ticket (CIOT),
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You Drink & Drive. You Lose. (YD&DYL), and Road Respect (RR)
Mobilizations.

o The GHSB achieved an all time record of traffic enforcement and/or education
and equipment grant awards with 271 out of 351 municipal and campus police
departments participating in its CIOT, YD&DYL, and RR Mobilizations. An
additional 27 departments signed up to support these mobilizations on a vol-
untary basis.

e To assist its mobilization efforts, the GHSB expanded its Law Enforcement
Liaison (LEL) Program and its efforts to impact the increasingly diverse
population of Massachusetts.

e The GHSB and its partners continued to implement key suggestions from the
2005 NHTSA Impaired Driving Assessment.

¢ In conjunction with its new traffic records contractor and the Massachusetts
Traffic Records Coordinating Committee (TRCC), the GHSB was able to
restart and enhance its Traffic Records Portal and provide access to a group
of approximately 30 users.

e With assistance from its traffic records contractor, the TRCC, as well as the
NHTSA NER and its data contractor, the GHSB was able to successfully
submit an application for FFY 2006 Section 408 funding. Successful applica-
tions also were submitted for FFY 06 Section 1906, 2010, 405, and 410 funding.

e The Boston/New England Chapter of the National Television Academy
awarded the GHSB’s paid media contractor an Emmy for its GHSB-funded
motorcycle safety program television PSA’s entitled “Blind spot” (share the
road topic) and “Goodbye” (ride straight) develop for the Registry of Motor
Vehicles’ motorcycle safety program.

e To recognize traffic safety accomplishments of state and local police, the
GHSB conducted its second annual Massachusetts Law Enforcement
Challenge in cooperation with the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police
Association. Twenty-one local communities and the Massachusetts State
Police will be recognized at a ceremony in late September 2006.

FFY 2007 Highlights

e In late spring and early summer of 2006, the GHSB conducted a series of
strategic planning/listening sessions with state and local law enforcement,
youth-based organizations, judiciary, traffic safety advocacy groups, and
other key stakeholders to assist with our development of this HSPP.

e Increasing the safety belt use rate to 70 percent in 2007 and decreasing the
alcohol-related fatalities to 36 percent of all motor vehicle-related fatalities
will be major goals for the GHSB.

e The GHSB will continue to expand our partnerships with a growing number
of Federal, state, and local organizations toward greater implementation of
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its statewide CIOT, DD-OL-UA, and RR Campaigns. The GHSB will adopt
NHTSA’s new anti-impaired driving tagline, Drunk Driving - Over the Limit -
Under Arrest, as well as adopt its soon to be released speed reduction cam-
paign tagline.

e GHSB will assist with the implementation and wupdating of the
Commonwealth’s Strategic Highway Safety Plan in FFY 2007.

e To assist its mobilization efforts, the GHSB will expand the Law Enforcement
Liaison Program and the statewide Law Enforcement Challenge in partner-
ship with the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Association and the State Police.

e The GHSB-funded Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor Program at the state
District Attorneys Association will expand with the addition of a regional
pilot program.

GHSB Partnerships

The GHSB is involved in many partnerships to enhance highway safety in
Massachusetts. Not all of these relationships involve the GHSB providing grant
funds to other organizations. Examples include:

¢ MassHighway-led Strategic Highway Safety Plan initiative;

e Executive Office of Transportation-led Safest Route to School Advisory
Committee;

e EOT-led Statewide Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee;
e University of Massachusetts-led CODES Advisory Board;
e UMASS-led Commercial Motor Vehicle Date Quality Committee;

e Massachusetts Department of Public Health-led Emergency Medical Care
Advisory Board;

e MDPH-led Massachusetts Injury Community Planning Group; and
® Registry of Motor Vehicles-led Impaired Driving Advisory Board.

Governor’s Highway Safety Bureau 1-5
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2.0 Highway Safety Problem
Identification Introduction

Massachusetts’ Highway Safety Performance Plan (HSPP) for Federal Fiscal Year
(FFY) 2007 has been developed in coordination with the following plans:

Massachusetts’ Draft Strategic Highway Safety Plan (FFY 2007);
NHTSA New England Region’s Action Plan (FFY 2007);
Massachusetts” Commercial Vehicle Safety Plan (FFY 2006);
Massachusetts’ Impaired Driving Assessment (FFY 2005); and

Massachusetts’ Strategic Plan for Traffic Records/Commonwealth of
Massachusetts Application for Funding Under 23 U.S.C. 408 (FFY 2006).

2.1 PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION PROCESS

The Governor’s Highway Safety Bureau (GHSB) used a variety of data sources to
pinpoint areas of concern warranting attention from Massachusetts’ highway
safety professionals in FFY 2007. This process is outlined below.

1.

General Problem Identification. This step uses ongoing exchanges or
special “listening sessions” with key Federal, state, and local partners to
identify major highway safety areas of concern. These areas are then used to
guide the subsequent analyses.

Selection of Program Areas. This step uses analyses of major available data
sources to confirm the general decisions regarding areas of concern made in
the first step. These data sources are described in Table 1.1.

Program Area Analyses. During this step, more detailed analyses of the
above-mentioned data sources as well as other sources (for instance,
telephone surveys) are done to develop a deeper understanding of program
areas.

Determination of Goals, Objectives and Performance Measures, and Tasks.
During this step, all of the above work is used to set reasonable goals,
objectives, performance measures, and develop tasks for the program areas
to allocate the GHSB’s limited resources where they can be most effective.
This step requires a deep knowledge of the demographics, laws, policies, and
partnering opportunities and limitations that exist in the Commonwealth.

The GHSB was committed to using as many data sources as feasible to prepare
this HSPP. The GHSB had a lengthy process to re-procure its traffic records
contract and to establish a working relationship with a new traffic records

Governor’s Highway Safety Bureau 2-1
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contractor in 2005 and early 2006. In the spring of 2006 this new contractor was
able to restart and significantly update with new content the data warehouse it
received from the GHSB’s former traffic records contractor in the fall of 2005.
The data and analyses primarily used to develop the problem identification
section for this HSPP were obtained through the Massachusetts Traffic Records
Portal based on this data warehouse.

Table 2.1  Data Used for FFY 2007 HSPP Problem Identification

Year(s)
Data Type Data Set Source/Owner Examined
Fatality Fatality Analysis Reporting System National Highway Traffic 2002-2005
(FARS) Safety Administration (NHTSA)

Crash Fatality Massachusetts Crash Data System Massachusetts Registry of Motor 2002-2005
and Injury (CDS) Vehicles (RMV)

Violation Massachusetts Citation Data Massachusetts RMV/Merit Rating Board 2002-2005
Safety Belt Massachusetts Safety Belt Data GHSB 2003-2006

It should be noted that current Crash Outcome Data Evaluation System (CODES) is
unavailable at this time. Lacking CODES, the GHSB cannot use inpatient discharge
data and death certificate information in this problem identification study.

Unless otherwise noted, data used in this report was obtained from the
Massachusetts Traffic Records Portal (http://mtrp.camsys.com), which provides
access to Massachusetts Crash Data and Massachusetts Citation Data. This data
is obtained from the Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV), and may not be
consistent with the data reported by the Fatality Analysis Reporting System
(FARS) due to variations in reporting procedures.

2.2 MASSACHUSETTS CHARACTERISTICS

Massachusetts is the 44t largest state with a land area of approximately 10,555
square miles and 351 cities and towns. Despite its small geographic size,
Massachusetts is the 13t most populated state. In 2004, the Commonwealth’s
population was 6,417,000, resulting in a population density of approximately 820
persons per square mile of land. Massachusetts is the most populous of the six
New England states. The highest population concentrations are in the eastern
third of the State. In addition to the high concentration around the state capital
and most populous city in the east, Boston, smaller pockets of population density
also exist around the second and third largest cities of Worcester, in central
Massachusetts, and Springfield in western Massachusetts. More than 72 percent
of the Commonwealth’s residents were licensed drivers in 2004, representing a
total of 4,646,000 licensed drivers.

Eighty percent of the population is greater than 15 years of age compared with 78
percent nationally (2004 projected numbers). The age distribution is as follows:
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child (0-15 years old): 20 percent; driving adult (16-64 years old): 66.8 percent;
older persons (65+): 13.2 percent. Additionally, young drivers (16 to 24 years old)
make up 11.9 percent of the population. Non-Caucasians account for 15.6 percent
of the population; 19.3 percent of the population speak a foreign language other
than English in the home; 13.7 percent of the total population is foreign born.
Estimated U.S. Census 2006 data reveals the number of immigrants living in
Massachusetts households increased more than 15 percent between 2000 and
2005. This increase consisted mainly of Brazilians and other Latin Americans
and was concentrated in urban areas. The three largest minority populations in
Massachusetts as of 2005 in rank order are Hispanic/Latinos, African Americans,
and Asians.

Massachusetts’ economy has become increasingly reliant on service, academic/
research, and the high-tech and financial industries and less reliant on the manu-
facturing industry. Tourism is the third largest industry, with major summer
destinations on Cape Cod and in the Berkshires. Over 120 public and private
colleges and universities also play a significant role in the economy as well as
increasing the population during the academic year. County government is virtu-
ally nonexistent. Communities have the right to form their own regional compacts
for sharing services. In general, at the local level, administrative and legislative
powers rest with mayors and city councils, town councils and boards of selectmen.
However, counties are still important geographical entities. The counties detailed
in Table 2.2 have been used in this report for purposes of localizing the traffic
safety statistics.

Table 2.2  Counties of Massachusetts

Number of
2005 County ~ Communities in
County Population? County Communities in County
Barnstable 226,514 15 Barnstable, Bourne, Brewster, Chatham, Dennis, Eastham,

Falmouth, Harwich, Mashpee, Orleans, Provincetown,
Sandwich, Truro, Wellfleet, Yarmouth

Berkshire 131,868 32 Adams, Alford, Becket, Cheshire, Clarksburg, Dalton, Egremont,
Florida, Great Barrington, Hancock, Hinsdale, Lanesborough,
Lee, Lenox, Monterey, Mount Washington, New Ashford, New
Marlborough, NORTH ADAMS, Otis, Peru, PITTSFIELD,
Richmond, Sandisfield, Savoy, Sheffield, Stockbridge,
Tyringham, Washington, West Stockbridge, Williamstown,
Windsor

Bristol 546,331 20 Acushnet, ATTLEBORO, Berkley, Dartmouth, Dighton, Easton,
Fairhaven, FALL RIVER, Freetown, Mansfield, NEW
BEDFORD, North Attleborough, Norton, Raynham, Rehoboth,
Seekonk, Somerset, Swansea, TAUNTON, Westport

1 Projected population estimates from the U.S Census Bureau.
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Number of
2005 County ~ Communities in
County Population? County Communities in County

Dukes 15,592 7 Chilmark, Edgartown, Gay Head, Gosnold, Oak Bluffs, Tisbury,
West Tisbury

Essex 738,301 34 Ameshury, Andover, BEVERLY, Boxford, Danvers, Essex,
Georgetown, GLOUCESTER, Groveland, Hamilton,
HAVERHILL, Ipswich, LAWRENCE, LYNN, Lynnfield,
Manchester-by-the-Sea, Marblehead, Merrimac, Methuen,
Middleton, Nahant, Newbury, NEWBURYPORT, North Andover,
PEABODY, Rockport, Rowley, SALEM, Salisbury, Saugus,
Swampscott, Topsfield, Wenham, West Newbury

Franklin 72,334 26 Ashfield, Bernardston, Buckland, Charlemont, Colrain, Conway,
Deerfield, Erving, Gill, Greenfield, Hawley, Heath, Leverett,
Leyden, Monroe, Montague, New Salem, Northfield, Orange,
Rowe, Shelburne, Shutesbury, Sunderland, Warwick, Wendell,
Whately

Hampden 461,591 23 Agawam, Blandford, Brimfield, Chester, CHICOPEE, East
Longmeadow, Granville, Hampden, Holland, HOLYOKE,
Longmeadow, Ludlow, Monson, Montgomery, Palmer, Russell,
Southwick, SPRINGFIELD, Tolland, Wales, West Springfield,
WESTFIELD, Wilbraham

Hampshire 153,339 20 Amherst, Belchertown, Chesterfield, Cummington,
Easthampton, Goshen, Granby, Hadley, Hatfield, Huntington,
Middlefield, NORTHAMPTON, Pelham, Plainfield, South
Hadley, Southampton, Ware, Westhampton, Williamsburg,
Worthington

Middlesex 1,459,011 54 Acton, Arlington, Ashby, Ashland, Ayer, Bedford, Belmont,
Billerica, Boxborough, Burlington, CAMBRIDGE, Carlisle,
Chelmsford, Concord, Dracut, Dunstable, EVERETT,
Framingham, Groton, Holliston, Hopkinton, Hudson, Lexington,
Lincoln, Littleton, LOWELL, MALDEN, MARLBOROUGH,
Maynard, MEDFORD, MELROSE, Natick, NEWTON, North
Reading, Pepperell, Reading, Sherbom, Shirley, SOMERVILLE,
Stoneham, Stow, Sudbury, Tewksbury, Townsend,
Tyngsborough, Wakefield, WALTHAM, Watertown, Wayland,
Westford, Weston, Wilmington, Winchester, WOBURN

Nantucket 10,168 1 Nantucket

Norfolk 653,595 28 Avon, Bellingham, Braintree, Brookline, Canton, Cohasset,
Dedham, Dover, Foxborough, Franklin, Holbrook, Medfield,
Medway, Millis, Milton, Needham, Norfolk, Norwood, Plainville,
QUINCY, Randolph, Sharon, Stoughton, Walpole, Wellesley,
Westwood, Weymouth, Wrentham

Plymouth 492,409 27 Abington, Bridgewater, BROCKTON, Carver, Duxbury, East
Bridgewater, Halifax, Hanover, Hanson, Hingham, Hull,
Kingston, Lakeville, Marion, Marshfield, Mattapoisett,
Middleborough, Norwell, Pembroke, Plymouth, Plympton,
Rochester, Rockland, Scituate, Wareham, West Bridgewater,
Whitman

Suffolk 654,428 4 BOSTON, CHELSEA, REVERE, Winthrop
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Number of
2005 County ~ Communities in
County Population? County Communities in County
Worcester 783,262 60 Ashburnham, Athol, Auburn, Barre, Berlin, Blackstone, Bolton,

Boylston, Brookfield, Charlton, Clinton, Douglas, Dudley, East
Brookfield, FITCHBURG, GARDNER, Grafton, Hardwick,
Harvard, Holden, Hopedale, Hubbardston, Lancaster, Leicester,
LEOMINSTER, Lunenburg, Mendon, Milford, Milloury, Millville,
New Braintree, North Brookfield, Northborough, Northbridge,
Oakham, Oxford, Paxton, Petersham, Phillipston, Princeton,
Royalston, Rutland, Shrewsbury, Southborough, Southbridge,
Spencer, Sterling, Sturbridge, Sutton, Templeton, Upton,
Uxbridge, Warren, Webster, West Boylston, West Brookfield,
Westborough, Westminster, Winchendon, WORCESTER

Note: Cities appear in all capital letters. Towns are in upper/lower case letters.

To accommodate the travel demands of this population, Massachusetts is serviced
by a roadway infrastructure consisting of over 38,400 miles of roadway, including
portions of 13 Interstates with 566 miles. The major roadways include Interstates
90 (the Massachusetts Turnpike), 91, 93, 95, and 495. In 2004, motorists in
Massachusetts traveled over 547,000 million miles.

The values identified in Table 2.3 are used in the remainder of the report to nor-
malize Massachusetts and national safety data.

Table 2.3  Base Data for Massachusetts and United States

2002 2003 2004 2005

MA UsS. MA u.sS. MA UsS. MA UsS.
Population! (100k) 64.28 2,879 6433 2908 6417 2,937 NA NA
Child? Population? (100k) 1304 6488 1296 650.39 1284 6512 NA NA
Young Driver, 16-19 (100k) 327 16277 331 16403 335 16632 NA NA
Young Driver, 20-24 (100k) 436 201.84 436 20537 431 20759  NA NA
Adult Population (100k) 42.61 1875 4279 1,899 4284 1,924 NA NA
Older Person Population (100k) 8.64 355.5 858 35850 8.49 361.4 NA NA
VMT (100M)4 532.7 28,560 537.1 28900 547.7 29,630 NA NA
Licensed Drivers (100k) 46.86 1946  46.46 1,962  46.46 1,989 NA NA
Total Fatalities! 459 43005 462 42,884 476 42636 450 NA

1 Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS), 6/2006 and Massachusetts Traffic Records Portal, 6/2006.

2 Child defined as 0-15 years old; Young drivers grouped by 16-19 and 20-24; Adult defined as 16-64; Older person
defined as 65+ years.

3 Population distribution (child, young driver, adult, and older person) based on the percentage distribution of CEDDS
2004 data.

4 MA VMT and Licensed Drivers obtained from Mass.gov, 6/2006; U.S. VMT obtained from FARS, 6/2006.
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2.3 BASELINE DATA AND SUMMARY STATISTICS

Historically, Massachusetts has had one of the lowest motor vehicle-related
fatality rates in the nation. In 2002, the rate was 0.86 fatalities per 100 million
vehicle miles of travel (VMT). While this rate increased slightly to 0.87 in 2004, it
was the lowest rate in the United States, compared to a national rate of 1.45 and a
NHTSA goal of 1.00. For motor vehicle-related fatalities per 100,000 population,
Massachusetts also had the lowest rate in the nation in 2004 at 7.42. The 2004
national rate per 100,000 population was 14.52, nearly double the rate of
Massachusetts.

The difference between a fatality and serious injury is often the time required to
receive medical attention. In Massachusetts, this time tends to be short because
of its small size and the high number of hospital and care facilities spread
throughout the State. For these reasons, the primary measures for prioritizing
programming are based on the combination of crash fatalities and incapacitating
injuries and not solely on fatalities.

In 2002, 139,038 police-reported motor vehicle crashes occurred on Massachusetts
roadways resulting in 459 lives lost and 5,279 incapacitating injuries. In 2003 this
number increased to 141,673 total crashes, with fatalities increasing slightly to 462,
and incapacitating injuries also increasing slightly to 5,370. In 2004 the number of
crashes was reduced, dropping to 138,631, however, fatalities increased to 476.
Incapacitating injuries dropped by nearly 6 percent to 5,032. In 2005 the number of
crashes increased to 159,861, but the number of fatalities and incapacitating
injuries decreased to 442 and 5,120, respectively.

Characteristics of Massachusetts fatal or incapacitating injury crashes are
described in Table 2.4
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Table 2.4  Characteristics of Massachusetts Crashes Involving an
Incapacitating Injury or Fatality
2003- 2005

Variable Characteristics

Month In 2003, the highest number of incapacitating injury or fatal crashes occurred in June, followed
by October, August and July. In general a higher percentage occurred in the summer months
and lower percentage in the winter months.

In 2004, incapacitating injury or fatal crashes were more evenly distributed, with the highest
percentage occurring in May, followed by December and then October. The highest
percentages of all crashes occurred in December and January.

In 2005, crashes involving an incapacitating injury or fatality were evenly distributed, with the
highest percentage occurring in August. Summer months had a slightly higher percentage of
these types of crashes.

Day of Week In 2003, the highest percentage of incapacitating injury or fatal crashes occurred on Friday and
Saturday, each with 15.3 percent. Thursday was the third highest day, although the second
highest number of fatalities occurred on Sunday.

In 2004, a similar, but more pronounced trend continued with 17.6 percent of incapacitating
injury or fatal crashes occurring on Friday and 15.4 percent on Saturdays. All other days
ranged from 12.8 percent to 14.1 percent. This trend was even more pronounced for fatal
crashes with 19.5 percent occurring on Saturday and 16.6 percent on Fridays.

In 2005, the trend continued, with 16.7 percent of crashes involving an incapacitating injury or
fatal crashes occurring on Friday and 15.7 percent occurring on Saturdays. Similarly, Saturday
had the highest occurrence of fatal crashes with 18.3 percent followed by Thursday and Friday
with 15.7 percent each.

Time of Day In 2003, the highest number of crashes involving an incapacitating injury or fatality occurred
between the hours of 3:00 p.m. and 5:59 p.m., with 20.3 percent of crashes. The lowest
number occurred between the hours of 3:00 a.m. and 5:59 a.m., with 5.1 percent of crashes.

In 2004 and 2005, the hours between 3:00 p.m. and 5:59 p.m. remained the highest occurrence
of crashes involving an incapacitating injury or fatality with 18.8 percent and 20.3 percent,
respectively. The lowest number again occurred between the hours of 3:00 a.m. and 5:59 p.m.,
with 5.2 percent and 5.9 percent, respectively.

Weather Condition ~ In 2003, over 65 percent of crashes involving an incapacitating injury or fatality, where weather
condition was reported, occurred on clear days. 14 percent occurred on days with rain, snow,
sleet, or hail.