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2009 National Click It or Ticket Mobilization
Campaign Planner

Letter to School Superintendents
Dear School Superintendents:

All across America, motor vehicle crashes continue to be the leading cause of death for teenagers. In fact, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, more than 1 in 10 drivers (12.5%) involved in fatal crashes in the United States during 2007 were 15 to 20 years old. 

Every year, U.S. communities both large and small suffer the loss of teenagers to motor vehicle crashes. These tragic deaths profoundly affect the families of the teenage victims most of all. But everyone in your districts, including students, teachers, and parents, suffer also. 

Many of these fatalities could have been prevented by the use of seat belts, but sadly the majority of teens who are killed in crashes are unbuckled. In 2007, an alarming 61 percent of passenger vehicle occupants 15 to 20 years old killed in fatal crashes were NOT wearing seat belts. Of all teen passenger vehicle occupants killed in crashes in [State], [XX percent] were NOT buckled up. This is a teen health crisis that we must all address to prevent further loss of life.

The good news is that we can help to stop this unnecessary loss of teen life. We can help to ensure our young people wear their seat belts every trip, every time — day and night. 

This May 18–31, law enforcement officers will be aggressively enforcing seat belt laws in your community as part of the national 2009 Click It or Ticket mobilization. They’re not out there to write tickets, but to save lives and to get everyone buckled up, especially teenage drivers and their passengers.

You are uniquely positioned to help get the word out about the lifesaving benefits of buckling up. Please tell your principals about the 2009 Click It or Ticket mobilization, and urge them to remind their staff, parents — and especially their students — to always buckle up. 
For your convenience, we have enclosed a sample letter that explains the Click It or Ticket mobilization to your principals. We have also included samples of mobilization announcements for both students and parents. In addition, your principals are invited to visit the NHTSA Click It or Ticket online headquarters at www.nhtsa.gov to download and display an enforcement poster developed for the youth audience. 

Motor vehicle crashes remain the #1 killer of young people nationwide. Please join in the effort to encourage all teen drivers and passengers to buckle up regularly. Your cooperation is critical to making the 2009 Click It or Ticket mobilization a success among our youth audience. 
Sincerely,

State Official

Enclosures
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