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TICKET





[DATE]

[NAME]

[TITLE]

[SCHOOL]

[ADDRESS1]

[ADDRESS2]

Dear [NAME OF SCHOOL/SCHOOL PRINCIPAL]:

When it comes to ensuring a safe future for our nation's youth, it is often educators – teachers, coaches, school nurses, guidance counselors, school resource officers and other school personnel – who empower them to make healthy choices in life.  

In recognition of the key role educators play in the lives of students, schools around the nation are being asked to participate in the “Click It or Ticket” May 2007 National Enforcement Mobilization – a very important initiative that affects everyone in our schools and the larger community.  

Although we see and hear about many of the risks our students encounter everyday, one of the greatest dangers they face is being killed or injured in a motor vehicle crash.  In fact, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 3,078 15-to-18-year-olds – more than eight each day - were killed in motor vehicle crashes in 2005. And the majority of those teens (56%) were not wearing a seat belt.

Together, we can do something to stop this unnecessary loss of life.  From May 21 to June 3, 2007, law enforcement officers across the country will be enforcing seat belt laws by conducting seat belt checkpoints and zero tolerance seat belt enforcement as part of the “Click It or Ticket” Mobilization.  Their goal is not to write tickets, but to save lives and get everyone buckled up, especially teen drivers and their passengers.  You can support this effort by telling students about the “Click It or Ticket” heightened enforcement campaign, and by encouraging them to buckle up -- every trip, every time, day and night.  

You can start by using this brief statement in your daily public address (PA) announcements to students: 

Beginning on May 21st and ending on June 3rd, tens of thousands of law enforcement officers across the country will be conducting seat belt checkpoints and zero-tolerance seat belt enforcement statewide, day and night,  in support of the 2007 “Click It or Ticket” National Enforcement Mobilization. This means that if you get stopped by the police, and you aren’t wearing a seat belt – either as driver or a passenger – you’re going to get a ticket. You may not know this but as a teenager, you are more likely to die, or become disabled or disfigured in a car crash than at any other time in your life. So buckle up every trip, every time - save your money and possibly your life or that of someone you care about.

I also encourage you to review the FREE, online Planner materials at www.nhtsa.gov/link/ciot.htm, where you'll find valuable resources to promote “Click It or Ticket” in your school, including: 

· Use the “Click It or Ticket” Rip & Reads/Morning Announcements to be read over the school PA system. These should be read for the eight days prior to the May Mobilization to reinforce the safety campaign.

· Use the posters in classrooms, school hallways, assembly areas or bulletin boards.

· Play the radio PSAs on your school radio station or PA system.

· Use the seat belt use form to conduct seat belt observations at your school.

By supporting these “Click It or Ticket” efforts, we can help save lives and encourage our youth to adopt safe driving habits to carry throughout their lives. Thank you for participating in this important initiative.

Sincerely,

________________________

